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Essay Collection Examines Brethren History
by Tom Mitchell
Like a sacred old hymn, a new book about the Church of the Brethren loves to tell the story.
The new book honors the 300th anniversary of the Church of the Brethren, founded in Germany. A group composed mainly
of faculty from the Brethren Higher Education Association, a collective of six colleges and a seminary in the U.S., researched
and published the essay collection, Lines, Places and Heritage: Essays Commemorating the 300th Anniversary of the Church of the
Brethren.
Lines, Places and Heritage contains essays from 16 contributing writers. The book, which is available at the Bridgewater cam
pus bookstore for $22.95, features a foreword by Bridgewater's president, Phillip C. Stone.
Stone envisioned a book on Brethren history as fitting for the denomination's tercentenary and a logical sequel to a treatise
done on Brethren history's first 200 years back in 1908.
"I taught Church of the Brethren history here on campus and several times I used that (bicentennial) book as a resource," said
Stone, who thinks that the latest work can duplicate the impact of the first book. "Lines, Places and Heritage represents intellec
tual and academic history."

A Gift of Scholarship
The book's co-editor, Stephen L. Longenecker, calls Lines, Places and Heritage a "gift of scholarship to the Brethren faith."
Longenecker, who teachers history at Bridgewater, co-edited the book with Jeff Bach, associate professor of religious studies at
Elizabethtown (Pa.) College. Longenecker also wrote one of the essays.
The gathering that launched the book, says Longenecker, was held two years ago with a meeting in W heeling, W.Va. That
gathering also included staff from Juniata (Pa.) College, McPherson (Kan.) College, Manchester (Ind.) College, the University of
La Verne (Calif.) and Bethany (Ind.) Theological Seminary.
According to Longenecker, the book addresses such topics as peace, diversity, membership, hymns and theology.
Stone estimates that the new book required a financial investment of $12,000-$20,000, which was shared by all seven schools
and a sum that its investors don't expect to recoup. The reward for the project's expenditures, said Stone, is a broad, deep book
with an uncompromising look at what Stone concedes is the faith's imperfect past.
"The Brethren, like so many other denominations, have had some embarrassment," said Stone. "They've had some divisions
among themselves. This book gives us a chance to look at the errors of our ancestors."

A Policy of Honesty
James E. Miller, district executive for the Shenandoah District who wrote one of the book's essays, agrees with Stone that
much of the value of Lines, Places and Heritage lies in its honesty. Miller calls the book an in-depth look at Brethren history and
one from which members of the denomination can learn.
"My hope is that it has planted seeds for a more vital future," said Miller, of Bridgewater. "I want to make sure that my chil
dren and grandchildren have a strong and vital church."
Miller hopes that Lines, Places and Heritage gives its readers a calling. He also hopes that the book will inspire others to be
spiritually energized.
Said Miller: "We should all be invigorated by what God has
called us to do."
To obtain Lines, Places and Heritage
This story originally appeared in the Harrisonburg, Va.,
Daily
News-Record, on Aug. 23, 2008. Reprinted with permisVisit BC Bookstore
smn.

Call SLl0-828-5336
e-mail: 07L1L1mgr@fheg.follett.com
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Agee Wins Durna Scholarship
A Bridgewater College senior has been awarded the John W. and
Lurene M. Durna Endowed Scholarship.
Zachary S. Agee of Salem, Va., who is the son of the Hon. and Mrs.
G. Steven Agee, received the $16,000 scholarship for achieving supe
rior academic standards and maintaining good campus citizenship. The
scholarship is also awarded to those who intend to pursue a career in
law.
Additionally, scholarship recipients must have a grade-point average
of 3.25 (out of a possible 4.0) and maintain a satisfactory grade in the
College's Convocation program.
This marks the third consecutive year that Agee has won the schol
arship.
"I am both pleased and humbled to have received this scholarship,"
BC President Phillip C Stone congratulates Zachary Agee on his win
said Agee, an international studies and French major whose father, a
ning of t he Duma Scholarship. Photo by Charles Culbertson
member of the Bridgewater class of 1974, was sworn in July 2 as one of
11 judges on the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit.
"Zach Agee's receipt of this award reflects his ability, scholastic achievement, good leadership skills and intention to pursue a
career in law," said Bridgewater College President Phillip C . Stone. "He is well deserving of this honor."
The scholarship memorializes the affection for Bridgewater College that John W. Duma (BC class of 1939) and Lurene M.
Hartman Duma (BC class of 1940) had for their alma mater. The scholarship is limited to full-time students and is awarded for
one year. ◄ CC

Donors and outstanding students were honored on Oct. 24 at the Presi
dent's Dinner in the Kline Campus Center.
James 0. and Sylvia

Donors, Students Honored
at President's Dinner

Kline Bowman, both class

of 1957, and Wilfred E.
Nolen, '63, and his wife,
Joyce Y. Nolen, were rec

ognized for their long-time support of Bridgewater College. Also honored at
the dinner was the estate of William W. Thomas, '54, who died in Harrison
burg, Va., on May 22.

James 0. and Sylvia Kline Bowman

Wilfred E Nolen, and his
wife, Joyce Y Nolen.

Andrew C Duffey

0-,elsea E Goss

Andrew C. Duffey, '09, and Chelsea E. Goss, '10, were each presented

with the Outstanding Student Service Award. ◄ CC

◄ Left to nght: Wil Nolen. '63; Joyce Nolen, Phi//Jp C Stone, '65; Sylvia
Kime Bowman, '57; James Bowman, '57
Photos by Tommy Thompson

WINTER 2009
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Douglas A, Coleman

Ray Lynn Heatwole

Sydney Fultz}ohn

Bwerly A, Marcum

Five Inducted into BC Athletic Hall of Fame
Bridgewater College induct
ed five alumni into its Athletic
Hall of Fame on Oct. 3, in the
Kline Campus Center, as part of
Homecoming activities.
The inductees for 2008
were Douglas A. Coleman,
'73; Ray Lynn Heatwole, '67;
Sydney Fultz John, '97; Beverly
A. Marcum, '68; and Charles
Phillips, '74.
Coleman was a two-sport

On the track, Coleman was
standout at Bridgewater College,
running track and cross coun
a champion at the Mason-Dixon
conference mile, the Virginia
try. He helped lead the cross
country team to three consecu
Association of College Athletes
tive Virginia Small College meet indoor 880-yard run and the
titles and, in 1971 and 1972,
Virginia Small College 880-yard
was the individual winner at the run.
Coleman has worked at
small college meet. He broke
Wintergreen Resort since 1975,
the Bridgewater College course
where he developed environ
record many times during his
career, and was a team captain in mental programs and wrote the
first Rare Plant Management
1971 and 1972.

Charle s Phillips
Manual for the Blue Ridge
Parkway.
Heatwole excelled in bas
ketball, football and baseball at
BC. He played second base for
the Eagles baseball team for four
seasons and was named team
captain during his senior year.
He was also president of the var
sity club during his senior year.
Following graduation, Heat
wole embarked on a teaching
and coaching career and became
one of the most respected and

Campaign Reaches 80 Percent of Goal
The Every Student, One Commit
ment Campaign for Bridgewater Col
lege - a campaign to raise $40 million
for endowed scholarships, academic
enhancement, facilities improvements,
laboratories, equipment and information
technology, and the Bridgewater Fund has reached 80 percent of its goal.
According to figures released by the
BC Office of Institutional Advancement,
the campaign - as of October 31, 2008 raised $31.8 million.
Nathan H. Miller, '65, campaign
chairman, noted that students are the
ultimate beneficiaries of the campaign.
The College, he said, bestows aid to stu-

dents totaling more than $16 million, but
only $2 million of that sum is supplied
by endowed scholarships. He said the
College wants to be able to do more, and
must increase its endowment in order to
accomplish that goal.
"Your continued support and contri
butions are essential to meet our objec
tive," he said. "What better investment
than young people?"
Beverly S. Butterfield, '79, BC's vice
president for institutional advancement,
urged the College's alumni, friends and
supporters to help push the campaign
over the finish line.
"Despite making excellent progress,

during these difficult economic times we
need support and contributions more
than ever in order to provide an afford
able and quality education for students,"
Butterfield said. "The office of advance
ment staff will be glad to assist donors
with making charitable gifts or to answer
questions." ◄ CC

TO MAKE YOUR CONTRIBUTION
To make a contribution to the Every
Student, One Commitment Campaign for
Bridgewater College, or for further in
formation, visit online: www.campaign .
bridgewater.edu . Call the Bridgewater
College Office of Institutional Advance
ment at 540-828-5448. Or, write: Office
of Institutional Advancement, College
Box 33, Bridgewater College, 402 E.
College St., Bridgewater, Va. 22812.
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successful high-school coaches in
Virginia. He was the head base
ball coach at Turner Ashby High
School for 17 seasons, and also
coached several seasons at the
college level. He was an assistant
coach at James Madison Univer
sity before taking over the head
coaching position from 1990-93.
John played four years on
BC's lacrosse team and excelled on the volleyball court,
as well. In lacrosse, she earned
second-team ODAC honors as a
sophomore and first-team honors
during her junior and senior
seasons.
During her four seasons on
the volleyball team, John helped
the Eagles compile a 94-30
record. The Eagles were runnersup in the ODAC during the
1994 season and won the ODAC
championship in 1996. John was

Athletic Association.
in three years of cross country
named Most Valuable Player in
her senior year.
She is currently professor of competition; providing BC with
Following graduation, John biological sciences at California
several top or near-the-top track
finishes; and breaking a number
served as an assistant women's
State University, Chico, and divolleyball coach at Western Il
rector of the Northern California of long-standing records.
Science Project.
For the past 30 years he has
linois University where she also
coached the men's club volleyball
Phillips participated in foot- worked for the Knolls Atomic
team.
ball, indoor track, outdoor track Power Laboratory, currently servand cross country at Bridgewa
ing as a project engineer. He has
Marcum played basketball,
ter. His achievements include
also functioned as a pastor, Bible
field hockey and tennis at BC,
helping lead the cross country
School teacher, workplace Bible
lettering in all three sports. She
teacher, visiting evangelist and
was selected to the Southeast
team to three championships;
Regional Field Hockey Team
missions teacher/minister. ◄ CC
placing in the top four finishers
as a junior and
senior, and
was listed in
W ho's Who
Among Students
in American
Universities and
Colleges, and
twice served
as president of
Beverly A. Marcum, Douglas A. Coleman, "Doc"Jopson, Charles Phillips, Ray Lynn Heatwole, Sydney FultzJohn and
the Women's
Phil/Jp C Stone, Phctos byTomm;Thompson

Some 544 new students at Bridgewater College fanned out
into the Bridgewater-Harrisonburg area this fall to perform a day
of service-learning for 26 public and charitable agencies.
The "Into the Streets" program is part of the college's
service-learning requirement, and marks the fourth year that
Bridgewater College has required new students to perform chari
table service as part of the orientation process. All students are
required to perform 10 hours of service over the course of a year.
William Miracle, dean of students, said "Into the Streets"
springs from Bridgewater's institutional mission and focuses on
making students aware that service to humanity is part of being
a citizen. It is, he said, an important part of the educational
process.

"There's a difference between community service and
service-learning," said Miracle. "You can rake leaves and perform
community service, but service-learning requires the kind of
personal contribution that fosters reflection on what you've done,
how it has changed you and what it means to the community."
Agencies the Bridgewater College students assisted include
Habitat for Humanity, Mercy House, Salvation Army, local
schools and camps, Bridgewater Rescue Squad, the Volunteer
Farm in Woodstock, and many others. The project helped
introduce new students to the local community, allowing them to
make connections with their classmates, and illustrate the impor
tance of service-learning at BC. ◄ CC

WINTER 2009
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IT Students Showcase Problem-Solving Skills
Computer science students from Bridgewater College demonstrated their programming skills Oct. 25 at Radford University in
the world's most prestigious computer programming competition.
The 33'd annual Association of Computing Machinery (ACM) International Programming Contest, which is sponsored by
IBM, featured the world's best and brightest computer programmers in an all-out "battle of the brains." Bridgewater College stu
dents competed against teams from 83 countries on six continents to vie for spots at the contest's World Finals, which will be held
April 18-22, 2009, in Stockholm, Sweden.

Ray Schneider and Rob LeGrand, assistant professors of mathematics and computer science at Bridgewater, were faculty
coaches for the BC team, which finished 11 th out of 18 teams at Radford. LeGrand said that each team of three students tried to
solve as many programming problems as possible in a contest that lasted for five hours.

Adams Strikes Chord With
National Judges
Richard Adams, adjunct instructor
of guitar and low brass at Bridgewater
College, recently shared a national award
presented at the National Association of
Counties (NACo) conference held in Kan
sas City, Mo. Adams wrote the music and
composed the songs for "Spirit of Augus
ta," a musical drama depicting the history
and heritage of Augusta County, Va.

Richard Adams

The script was written by retired

Ptioto by Nanc; Taylor Scrr�ls. '81

educator and storyteller Mack Swift.

Bridgewater alumna and Augusta County Board of Supervisors member

Nancy Taylor Sorrells, '81, was co-chair of the Augusta Jamestown 2007
Committee that commissioned the play as a legacy project during the Jame
stown commemoration. The play was performed to sold-out audiences at
Blue Ridge Community College in Weyers Cave, Va.
A DVD of the performance has been placed in a time capsule at
Jamestown.

◄

CC

◄

CC

HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR THE BC
ALUMNI ONLINE COMMUNITY?
The Office of Alumni Relations recently launched
an alumni online community! Over 1,500
alumni have signed up already! Have you?

www.BridgewaterAlumni.com will allow you, as
an alumnus, to perform social as well as career
networking online. Update your personal profile
with current contact and career information;
upload class notes and photos; search the alumni
profiles for classmates and friends; search for
alumni to assist with career opportunities and
mentoring; and even upload your resume. Your
Alumni ID#, which you will need to register, is on
the address label of each Bridgewater magazine.
If you have questions or need to get your ID#, call
the Office of Alumni Relations at 540-828-5451 or
email alumnews@bridgewater.edu.

Partnership Receives $1.5 Million To Promote STEM Education
Efforts by Bridgewater College and other area colleges and universities to boost enrollment in science, technology, engineer
ing and mathematics (STEM) majors have received nearly $1.5 million from the National Science Foundation. The NSF money
will be used to run a summer "get ahead" type program for students who are interested in STEM majors and who need some extra
preparation to do college-level work.
Representatives of BC, James Madison University, Blue Ridge Community College, Eastern Mennonite University and SRI
Inc., secured the $1,476,668 grant.
The project will work with rising freshmen who have been accepted by one of the four schools. More than 50 students will
take part in different aspects of the project each year. Students and faculty from all four institutions will work together during
the summer program, and learning communities will be established to build relationships and support that continue through the
academic year. The project will also help place students in summer internships to let them experience science and technology in
the workplace.
SRI Inc. will be in charge of project evaluation and will continue to build on its workforce development research.
In three years the program will be eligible for another $1 million, which will enable it to run for two additional years. The
goal of the program is to generate an additional 200 STEM degrees at the four institutions in the next five years.
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CALLER PROFILES
TOBY TRAXLER, '12

Sooology and Spanish
ma;or from Suffolk, Va,

·1 wanted to become
a calier because I
wanted to help Bridge
water College and my
fellow classmates, By being a caller of the
Bridgewater Fund, I am able to help everyone
on campus, Although, it can be a hard task at
times, I believe that being a caller allows me
to gain the experience of Bridgewater's past
(through calling alumni) while establishing
Bridgewater's future,"

KAT HOUSTON, '10

Business Admm1strat1on
ma;or from Spotsylvania,
Va,

BC Phones Home
by Chrissy K. Smith

Assistant Director of the Annual Fund

If you're part of the Bridgewater College community, then you've probably heard from
the BC Phonathon. Staffed by current students, the BC Phonathon is the personal outreach
arm of the Bridgewater Fund. Each call is designed to share news about Bridgewater, update
important information and provide a quick and easy way to pledge financial support to the
College.
The BC Student Phonathon has enjoyed much success in the past, thanks to the many
members of the College community who took a few minutes out of their evenings to connect
with current students. Last year, student callers contacted nearly 5,000 alumni, parents and
friends of the College over the course of 77 nights of calling.

Why do students want to work for the BC Phonathon?
Students enjoy speaking with the College's supporters while building their professional
resumes. Phonathon callers enhance their communication skills, work with diverse groups,
polish their interpersonal skills and raise money for the College they love. Ninety-nine percent
of the Bridgewater student body receives scholarship or financial aid support. Our student
callers are grateful for the generosity of alumni and parents, and this is their way to give back
to Bridgewater.

How can you aid in the Phonathon success?
The Bridgewater Fund remains the most popular way for alumni and parents to support
the College each year. Callers enjoy speaking with you about your BC experiences, seeking ad
vice for their future and informing you of important BC news. When you receive your phone
call from one of the student callers, do more than simply answer and ask for more informa
tion; learn from your student how your gift will make a difference and pledge your support
with a gift of any size to the Bridgewater Fund.

'My favorite thmg
aboutPhonathon is
speaking with new
people and forming relationships, Whether
I'm talking to the parent of a classmate, hear
ing the stories of how alumni couples fell in
love, or talking about different career options
with an alumnus who shares the same ma
jor as me, being a Phonathon caller is all
about relationships, Why wouldn't I want to
call and talk about Bridgewater?"

ALEX MURPHY, '09
Soc1ology and Communi
cation Studies ma;or from
Sch wenksv1l!e, Pa,

Tm motivated to work
hard to raise money for
the Bridgewater Fund
because I know how hard everyone works
on this campus to make my education and
my time here the best it can be, and I want to
continue that tradition for the years of stu
dents to come, ltis important to maintain the
unique atmosphere that we have as a small
liberal arts college, and that is only possible
through continued gifts and pledges from
our alumni and friends_"
Photos by Chrissy K_ Smith

WINTER 2009
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Two Elected to Bridgewater College Board of Trustees
The board of trustees at Bridgewater College has elected two new members to the board. Members will
serve a five-year term.
James Russell Bruner, Bridgewater class of 1977, is president and chief executive officer of Maersk Inc. and
executive vice president of A.P. Moller-Maersk, the largest shipping company in the world. He joined Maersk in
1989 and worked his way up through the ranks, holding positions as director of Maersk Container Service Co.
Inc., vice president of the Intermodal Department and vice president of Latin America Services before relocating
to Brazil and serving as president of Maersk South America Ltd.
Bruner became senior vice president of Maersk Inc. in 2001 and assumed the position of president and CEO
in 2004. He was named to his current position in 2006.
Bruner and his wife, Kay, and their two children, live in Madison, N.J.
Michael D. Del Giudice, a 1984 graduate of Bridgewater College, is a senior partner with Citigroup Global
Markets in New York City, a company that provides brokerage, investment banking and asset management
services to business, governments and individuals. Formerly, he was vice president of Smith Barney Inc., an as
sociate with the Bank of Nova Scotia and plant manager for the irradiation and polymer modification division of
Neutron Products Inc.
Del Giudice, who earned his master's in business administration from the University of Virginia's Darden
Graduate School of Business Administration in 1990, received the Bridgewater College Young Alumnus Award in
2001 for his "success in a high-pressure, ultra-competitive industry."
Del Giudice resides in New York City. ◄ CC

More than 60 alumni and busmess members from throughout the Shenandoah Valley
participated in BCs Career Exploration Day, held Oct, 16, The goal of the event was to con
nect students with alumni for advice, networking, internships and possible Job opportuni
ties, Pictured here is Eric Seckman, '09, talking about a law career with 1983 BC alumna
Alison Scott, of the Boleman Law Firm m Richmond, Va,
(Phcto: Charles Culbertsoo)
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A plaque hononng Ravn-,cl W. "Chip" Stud-II II, 77 - director of academic
support servJCes - was donated by his fellow classmates, installed m the Kime wmpus
Center, and unveiled by President Phillip C. Stone m a ceremony m October. The
plaque, which features both regular type and Braille, reads: "In honor of our classmate,
Raymond W "Chip"Studwe/1 II, who inspired us as fellow students and who continues to
demonstrate to new generations of Bndgewater students that true vision is not primar
ily a function of seeing with one's eyes, but instead the revelation of a compassionate
heart, Bridgewater College Class of 1977"
(Photo by Charles Culbertsoo)
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BC is Backdrop for New P. Buckley Moss
Painting
Nationally renowned artist P. Buckley Moss of
Waynesboro, Va., has produced a new painting, "Bridge
water in Autumn," that features three Bridgewater
College landmarks - Memorial Hall, Flory Hall and the
McKinney Center for Science and Mathematics. Prints
are $125 and available for purchase either online at
wwwBridgewaterAlumni.com (you do not need to be a member in order to make a purchase) or through the Of
fice of College Relations. Please call the Office of College Relations at 540-828-5680 for more information. ◄ OAS

Spring Performance Schedule for Concert Choir, Chorale &. Handbell Choir
March 20
21
22
22
April 3
4
5
17
18
19
M ay 17

Williamson Road Church of the Brethren, Roanoke, Va.
St. Andrew's Catholic Church, Roanoke, Va.
Cloverdale Church of the Brethren, Roanoke, Va.
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, Staunton, Va.
Wesley United Methodist Church, Dover, Del.
Grove United Methodist Church, West Chester, Pa.
Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Manassas Church of the Brethren, Manassas, Va.
Ivey Memorial United Methodist Church, Colonial Heights, Va.
West Richmond Church of the Brethren, York, Pa.
The Carter Center, Bridgewater College, Bridgewater, Va.
Bridgewater College Baccalaureate, Bridgewater, Va.

The Lincoln Society ofVirginJ<J - founded by BC President Phillip C. Stone
- hosted a book-sl(Jning at the College in November for Jay C. Miner,

outhoroflincoln's First Nomination: Champagne, Deals & Dirty Tricks. Stone
founded the society in 2004 to commemorate and disseminate informot10n
about Lincoln family connect10ns in the Shenandoah Volley, protect and
preserve Lincoln landmarks in the Volley and to support efforts to interpret
Abraham Lincoln, his life, work and legacy
(Phcto by Ben Wyne!;)

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

Two area high-school students port1C1poting in the Rotary Club ofHornsonburg's
Career Doy talk with Virginia Hoffman, assistant to the director of riding otthe BC
Equestmn Center. Megan Rowe of SpotswoodHigh Schoof (center) ondDeama Reid
of Eastern Mennonite Hl<Jh School (nght), who hod expressed on interest in animals and
agriculture, were introduced to Gus, a BC-owned horse, and were gJVen a tour of the
facility byHoffman.
(Phcto by Charles Culbertson)
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Meet the Trustees
by Karen Doss Bowman, '91

RODNEY I. SMITH

D

Rodney I. Smith

riving through the Washington, D.C., suburbs and around Baltimore, it would be hard to
miss the massive concrete sound barriers that line the heavily traveled highways in those
areas. W hat isn't obvious is their connection to Bridgewater College.
Most of the sound and safety barriers in the area are products of Midland, Va.-based Smith
Midland Corporation, a company co-founded by Bridgewater trustee Rodney I. Smith and his
father, David, in 1960. Starting out as the Smith Cattleguard Co.,
which sold concrete cattle guards to farmers, Smith soon expanded
the company's offeri ng s to include other farm products, such as
cattle fencing and heated water troughs. During its history span
ning more than four decades, the company has developed under
ground utility products, highway safety barriers, utility buildings
and sound walls, as well as custom-designed architectural products.
The company's SlenderWall architectural precast concrete panel
system was used to build the Westin Hotel & Residences at the
Virginia Beach Town Center-the tallest building in the common
wealth of Virginia at 525 feet.
The company, known as Smith Midland Corp. since 1985,
became a publicly traded corporation in 1995. Along with a second
manufacturing facility in Reidsville, N.C., the corporation encom
passes several additional companies, including Concrete Safety
System, which leases pre-cast concrete highway safety barriers to
contractors and state highway departments; Easi-Set Industries,
founded in 1978 as the first full-service licensing company for the
pre-cast industry; and Hometown Properties, a real estate com
pany. Smith's contributions to the concrete manufacturing industry
earned him recognition as Virginia's Small Business Person of the
Year in 1980, an honor given by the U.S. Small Business Administration.
All four of Smith's sons work for the corporation's various divisions, including president and
CEO Ashley Smith, '85, and Matthew Smith, '89, vice president of sales and marketing. Before
Smith joined the College's board of trustees in 1980, he had served on the Parents Committee and
assisted in College fundraising activities.
Smith, a member of the Midland Church of the Brethren, is active with several local civic and
charitable organizations, including the Midland Christian Academy. He enjoys exploring centuries
old towns along the Chesapeake Bay in his power boat and has traveled to 50 foreign countries,
including his most recent trip to Burma with David Radcliff, '75, of the New Community Project.
The 10-day trip was designed as a learning trip, as well as an opportunity to serve the people who
were victims of the Cyclone Nargis last May.
"We visited with people who had been through the cyclone, trying to understand what they
needed so we could send money or supplies to help," Smith says. "We found that they had a tre
mendous ability to bounce back and help themselves. They were more resilient than we expected."
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L. MANNING MUNTZING

B

ridgewater trustee L. Manning Muntzing was one of the earliest advocates during the
1970s for risk assessment and public safety policies associated with nuclear power. As
the former director of regulation for the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission (whose func
tions now are overseen by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission) from 1971 to 1975, Muntzing
was responsible for considering any possible threats to human health and safety posed by nuclear
power plants, includi ng accidents, natural disasters or intentional acts of
sabotage.
"If we are going to gain the confidence of the public and the world
on nuclear matters, you must have a strong 'defense in depth' concept,"
says Muntzing. "All of the things that could go wrong, you have to have a
defense for them."
The Moorefield, W.Va., native has been a leader in the establishment
and guidance of numerous international nuclear organizations for more
than 35 years. After leaving the AEC in 1975, he went into the private
practice of law, specializing in energy law with clients in the United States
and abroad. Muntzing was a co-founder of several international nuclear
organizations, including the International Nuclear Energy Academy, the
International Nuclear Societies Council, the Pacific Nuclear Council and
the International Nuclear Safety Advisory Group, which is associated
with the International Atomic Energy Agency. A member and past presi
dent of the American Nuclear Society, Muntzing also helped to establish
Energy Strategists Consultancy Ltd. (ESCL), an international organiza
tion that provides guidance and management expertise on energy matters
for companies and governmental agencies.
Though Muntzing retired in 2000 as a partner with the law firm of
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, he remains active with many of these nuclear
policy organizations. He continues to serve as a director for ESCL and
L Manning Muntzing
the International Risk Governance Council, which is based in Geneva,
Switzerland.
A member of Bridgewater's board of trustees since 1984, Muntzing is a graduate of the Uni
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Harvard Law School. He also attended Princeton
University's Woodrow Wilson School for Public and International Affairs. He is carrying on the
legacy of service modeled by his parents, Judge H. Gus and Mary Virginia Manning Muntzing,
both members of Bridgewater's class of 1924. His father was a Bridgewater trustee for 48 years,
until his death in 1991.
Muntzi ng and Nan, his wife of 49 years, have four daughters and seven grandchildren. Nan is
a musician who co-founded the Potomac Theatre Company. For the Muntzings, that's just another
way to make their community a better place to live.
"It comes down to what are we doing for our community? We are contributing to it," he says.
"We don't sit back and take life easy. We work to give back."
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"I cannot" never accomplished anything; "I will try" has wrought wonders.
-Joel Hawes, American clergyman, 1789-1867
12 BRIDGEWATER

B

r i dgewate r sop ho more Lindsa y
Fe rg
uson ha s a dde d her own twi st
to Hawes' fam o u s words. Instead o
f
"I w il l t ," she has live d her yo ung life by
ry
the
l
cr
d
si m
ple r, more re soute e e , "I will."
d
Lin say, yo usee, is on e of the equestr ia n
program's top-notc h riders, ha ving arrived at
BC with a string
u st sh e won
A gu
h
p io nship at t e
Show. B u t if s he

o f ri di ng trop ih es . This p as
t
t he Adu lt Equita tion Cham
Cu

e p er , Va. , AA Hor se
a nd her pare nts had heeded
th eopin io nsof t he m edical c om m unity , she
lp

would never, ev e r hav e s
a saddle, m uch le

wu ng

her leg ove r

co mpe ted; would never
have att nede d a "regu lar" sc hool ; w ould
ucce
neve r have s
e de d in what are considered
ss

"norm al" activ it ies.

WINTE R

20

09

13

� ���
------------Photos at top: Lindsay
Ferguson competes m her
p re-Bridgewater College days.

Photos courtesyofAnneandTrtp
Ferguson.

"When I was about four years old, my parents noticed that I wasn't talking like the other chil
dren were," Lindsay said. "I wasn't acti ng in a typical manner. They took me to doctors, who said
I had hearing loss, and that it was severe enough that I would have to go to a special school for the
hearing impaired."
Her parents, she said, were devastated, but undaunted. Lindsay was fitted with hearing aids
and, in just a couple of years, began her determined journey to accomplish what the experts
claimed was not possible for someone with hearing loss.
"My mom is a rider, and one day I saw her riding and said, 'Hey, that looks like fun,"' Lind
say said. "I was never told that I couldn't do something, or accomplish something, because of my
hearing loss. So I began riding at the age of six, despite what the doctors had said."
She pointed out that hearing - the ability to detect the vibrations we call sound - is crucial to
a rider. In addition to picking up sound, the inner ear also detects the position of the body with
respect to gravity, and the motion of the body, both of which are essential for a person astride a
large animal that is cantering, turning and jumping. Without balance, said Lindsay, nothing else is
possible.
''Also, for competitive ridi ng, it's necessary to be able to hear what's being said over loud-

14 BRIDGEWATER

speakers," added Lindsay. "There are people telling you what to do next. Sometimes the speakers
aren't loud enough. Some days it's really windy and hearing aids, which are like microphones,
amplify the noise of the wind rushi ng by.
"Sometimes," she continued, "I simply have to watch the people who are competing with me
so that I can do the same things they're doing."
Where there's a will, there's a way.
But Lindsay had one other challenge to overcome.
"I'm night blind, too," she said. "I didn't notice it until I was 12 or 13, when I'd go out
at night to play games with my friends. I remember being surprised that they could see and I
couldn't. I thought not being able to see at night was normal."
The combination of hearing loss and retinitis pigmentosa - night blindness - form what is
known as Usher Syndrome. For Lindsay Ferguson, however, it does not constitute a barrier to at
taining her goals. Since she can't see at night, she simply doesn't ride at night. She admitted that
it can be a bit disappointi ng to have to turn her horse over to another rider as day light wanes, but
that she considers it just another mechanism for dealing with the challenges placed in front of her.
"I think I've been that w ay my whole life," Lindsay said. "The first time I got on a horse, I
fell off, but got back on and kept goi ng. When people said I'd never go to a regular school or do
regular things, I said, 'I'm going to prove you wrong.' Even now, when I take a difficult class and
my friends tell me that it's going to be really hard, I say, 'Do you know me?' I just don't let things
stand in my way."
What she focuses on, instead, are the joys and thrills of riding and competing; bei ng "one"
with the animal she's riding; and excelling in a sport that demands not only athleticism, but skill,
control, poise and grace.
"I do the best I can, and I do well," she said.
Lindsay, a native of Newport News, Va., and the daughter of William and Anne Ferguson, said
she loves Bridgewater College.
"It's so gorgeous here," she said. "Sometimes, as the sun is going down, the sky is amazingly
beautiful. The sky doesn't look like that where I'm from.''
Lindsay is a biology major who hopes to become a veterinarian - but surprisi ngly, not for
horses or other large animals.
"They're pretty big," she says with a laugh, "and I'm not, so I think it would be better to care
for small animals."
Charles Culbertson is director ofmedia relations at Bridgewater College and editor ofBridgewater magazine.

BELOW Bndgewater
College Equ estrian Center in
foreground View looking east.
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ith rifles blazing and sabers flashing
in the sunlight, they swept across the

fields and farmlands of the South
for four agonizing years. When the

maelstrom of shot and shell and death by disease was
over, more than 600,000 young men filled gravesites

and retired orth opedic surgeon with strong ancestral
ties to the Shenandoah Valley, is taking an active part
in offsetting the dual threats of ignorance and devel
opment to America's most hallowed earth. Admitted
ly a latecomer to the milieu of historic preservation,
Hess has arrived on the scene with a vengeance - or

rather, in the spirit of national healing propounded

throughout the nation. The blood they spilled, and
the courage with which they fought, purchased them
a fame unimperiled by the mere passage of time or

by men like Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. Lee and
Ulysses S. Grant - a sacred mission.

the political dogmas of future generations of Ameri
cans.

That mission has induded snatching a valuable
fragment of a famous Virginia battlefield out of the

Only a negligent educational system and the bull
dazer have been ableto accomplish that.
Tod ay, a mere 43 percent of American teenagers
know that the War Between the States was waged
between 1850 and 1900. And, nearly 144 years after

crosshairs of developers who wanted t o tum it into a
housing complex. Thanks to the efforts of Hess and
the Civil War Preservation Trust, the 50-acre tract of
land known as the Widow Pence Farm is now, and
will remain, an unspoiled and emotionally powerful

the last gun fell silent at Appomattox, more than
one-third of all major Civil War battlefields are either

reminder of the June 8, 1862, battle of Cross Key s.
The other part of his mission is to help educate

lost or are in imminent danger of being lost due t o
rampant devel opm ent. I n 10 years, that figure cculd

pe ople as to what happened on this now peaceful
landscape, so that similar sites might escape the de

rise to two-thirds.

vel op ment that now threatens them.

Irvin Hess, a 1960 Bridgewater College graduate

Cross Keys and its sister battle, Port Republic

and barn were struck a number of times by cannon

shot."

Qune 9, 1862), capped the spectacular Shenandoah
Valley campaign of Confederate Gen. T h omas J.
"Stonewall" Jackson, whose outgunned and outnum

In what may be a perfect illustration of the rupture
that America endured at the time, the Beahms were

bered Southerners bedeviled and defeated four sepa
rate Union armies within the space of a month. The

pacifists, while four of Sarah Pence's eight children
fought fa the Confederacy. Two of those four would

campaign not only deared the Valley of Federal forces,
but so spooked the United States government that no
serious attempt was made to conquer the area again

die, one of camp fever, one of wounds received at the
Wilderness.
"They were neighbors, just across the road from

for two full years.
"The Widow Pence Farm was the site of a dev

the war, two entirely different approaches toit," Hess

astating blow to the North," said Hess, a native of
Hers hey, Pa. ''At the back fence boundary of the farm,
Confederate soldiers crouched down behind a worm
rail fence and waited as 500 Union soldiers unknow
ingly marched right into
them. The Confederates
ambushed them, and in less
than 10 minutes, half of the
500 Union soldiers were
casualties.

"A local citizen was
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here as "The Burning." But even the pacifists didn't
fare well; Henry Beahm hid the few pieces of gold his
family owned in the fireplace, only to have Yankee
soldiers find and steal them.
Hess didn't become aware of the extent of his ties
to the Shenandoah Valley until he came to Bridgewater
College- "the family college," he noted- and learned
from one of his professors, Dr. Ellsworth Kyger, that
he was "related to half the folks around here." Still,

black birds lying all over the
fields."'

it would take a few years before Hess' interest in this
lineage would kick in. He would return to the area
in 1971 to set up his orthopedic practice in Harri

family of Henry A. Beahm
- lived across the road from

sonburg, Va., at which time he began to research his
family history.

the farm of the widowed
Sarah Pence and came under

"But it wasn't until I was 50 years old that I seri
ously began to study and learn about local Civil War

fire, as well.
"Mr. Henry A. Beahm's

history," said Hess, who will turn 71 in April.
One of the things he learned was that the "breath

loss is great in proportiat

taking" farm he admired every day on his drive from
his home in Port Republic to his job in Harrisonburg
was the historic Widow Pence property. His subse

to what he owned- cow

PholO©IXl.eS"fOFIIVin Hess, '6J

said.
The Widow Pence Farm, he na:ed, wruld be rav
aged again in 1864, when Union Gen. Philip Sheridan
laid waste to the Valley in what is still grimly known

heard to say after the event
that 'it looked like dead

Hess' ancestors - the

A\·toGibson, ofrlendoftheHesses,
portra;s Soroh Pena,.

each other, with two entirely different viewpoints of

and calf, saddle, dothing,
bedding, bacon, flour, salt,
cooking utensils, damage to

quent digging into the rich mine of information about
the farm and the battle of Cross Keys gave him an even

grass, grain, etc.," noted the
llockingham Register follow

greater respect for the battle, the men who fought it,
the civilians who survived it and the land upon which

ing the battle. "His house

it all happened.

TOP PHOTO: The Widow Pence
Farm in the early 2(!h century
ETCHING ABOVE: Thomas}, "Stonewall"
Jackson
ETCHINGS LEFT: Wh century artist's
rendennqs ofthe battle of Cross Keys
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It was respect for the saaifices of that Ieng-ago
generation that wouldn't let him stand idly by when,

an integral part of American history were saved.
What followed was a period of extensive renova

in 2000, the farm came up for auction and a buyer
expressed interest in building houses on the aaeage

tions to the house (originally a t wo-story log structure
that is now clap boarded) and the adjacent barn, which

purchased with human blood.
"My wife, Nancy, and I couldn't bear to see this
beautiful, historic land ruined, so we made the deci

had to be rebuilt. All was accomplished with a meticu
lous attention to historic detail and an equal reverence
for the sanctity ofthe ground. Several soldiers, Hess

sion to bid on it," Hess said. "Not wanting to bid
against anyone who had the same preservation con

noted, are known to b e buried dose t o the house.
Today, fully restored, the Pence house serves as

cerns we had, I contacted the Civil War Preservation
Trust to make sure we wouldn't bid against each aher.

a focal point far researchers, writers, historians and
visitors who want to connect with the most turbulent

In the end, we decided to go in together and bid on

the fann, and together to put a consetvation easement

period in United States history. A walk through the
house with its exposed, chinked-log walls, hand-hewn

on it so that it would be preserved and protected for

beams, restored woodwork, period furniture, massive

future generations."

stone fireplace and mementos of the battle of Cross
Keys, whisks the visitor squarely into the middle of the

When the auctioneer's hammer fell, Hess and the
CWPT were the high bidders. The Valley Conserva
tion Council, which had also contributed funds for the

19" century. The only thing missing is the roar of can
non and the rattle of musket fire.

purchase of the farm, was instrumental in helping Hess
and the CWPT immediately attach a conservation

The barn serves as an educational center from
which the Hesses fight the never-ending battle for

easement to the property. The Widow Pence Farm and

knowledge. Integral in that fight is the annual Civil

A.001/E: Presenldo/vrewo/Wida,v Pena,
houseondbarn. RIGHr: Kids'Comp 2008
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War Kids' Camp, held every July, in which youngsters learn
the story of the land, its history and its people - and of the
necessity of preserving it. Hess, who is board chairman of the
Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation and a member of
the board of trustees of the V irginia Sesquicentennial Com
mission, speaks eloquently and passionately about his twin
missions of preservation and education.
"Until you have actually stood on the hallowed ground
where boys and men paid the ultimate price for their beliefs;
until you can close your eyes and feel their fright and their
bravery, hear their cries of pain and victory; until you hear the
stories associated with these battles, only then can you begin
to understand why America is so great," Hess said. "Preserva
tion is a must, or we will lose our history and culture."

'"Doc'
Jopson was,
and still is,
Bridgewater
College."
- Richard Homan, '50

ac
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By Charles Culbertson

FRIENDS, FORMER
STUDENTS GATHER TO
Photos from the archwes of"Doc"
}opson's coaching. TOP PHOTO: 1967
track event. ABOVE: "Doc" with Doug
Coleman in two circa 1973 photos,
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HONOR "DOC" JOPSON

They headed to campus in droves, from all
over the country ...

I

t wasn't Homecoming, or Alumni Weekend, nor
was the KCC serving free pizza and ice cream.
Perhaps one thing and one thing alone could have
drawn more than 100 former Bridgewater College
students back to campus on an "off " weekend: The
Legend.
And, at Bridgewater, when one speaks of The
Legend, one usually speaks of Harry G.M. "Doc"
Jopson.
As a way to honor Jopson - who will turn 98
years you ng this summer - the College hosted a
reception for him in Nininger Hall on Oct. 25. A
special invitation was sent to all his former biology
students and track athletes, and the reception was
initially slated to be held in Nininger's E agle Club
Hospitality Room.
However, within days of the reception's an
nouncement, the number of friends and former
students who indicated they wanted to pay homage
to "Doc" quickly forced the event into the gymna
sium. The turnout, Jopson noted, was gratifyi ng to
expenence.
"It was wonderful seeing so many people who
had been important to me when they were students,"
he said. "There were many I hadn't seen in years."

THE JOPSON LEGACY
Jopson's name has been front-and-center at
Bridgewater since 1936 when he arrived to head up
the one-person biology department. The Philadelphia
native and graduate of Cornell University, who had
run hurdles at Haverford College, breathed new life
into BC's track team in 1937. The team, which had
failed to win an intercollegiate meet before Jopson
arrived, was defunct.
Jopson began to work his magic. In the track
team's second year, it won the first meet of the
season. By the late 1940s, after Jopson served in the
United Seamen's Service in World War II, the team
was consistently winning its meets. In 1952, for ex
ample, it took the Mason-Dixon conference meet.
"Doc" introduced cross country in 1938. In
1941 BC won the championship.

Winning, at last, became a frequent occurrence
for BC's track teams. Two dozen undefeated track
seasons and dozens of conference and state champion
ships went into the history books and trophy cases of
Jopson's athletes. Jopson himself was selected the Old
Dominion Athletic Conference (ODAC) Track Coach

was one of "Doc's" all-around track athletes. You
name it, Bodkin did it.
"'Doc' was one of the best," said Bodkin, who still
resides in Bridgewater. "He presented himself in such
a way that he made you want to go all-out. He simply
inspired us to do the best we could. This reception for

of the Year each year from 1978 to 1981.
Additionally, the College loaded him down with
honors. Induction into the BC Athletic Hall of Fame;
a scholar-athlete award in his name created by ODAC
officials; an endowed chair in his name in the Col
lege's biology department, of which he was chairman
for 45 years; the naming of the track and football
complex as the Harry G.M. J opson Athletic Complex
in 1971; and, in 1978, BC awarded Jopson an honor
ary doctor of science degree.
Although he retired in 1981, Jopson continued to
serve as an unofficial assistant coach for years.

him was a great thing for the College to do."
Bodkin and J opson are still close, occasionally go
ing for drives together to the mountains.
Richard Homan, '50, of Franklin, W.Va., was at
the Oct. 25 reception and vividly remembers throwing
the javelin for "Doc" both pre- and post-World War
II. Homan, who fought in Europe with Patton's T hird
Army and saw, first-hand, the Nuremberg trials of
Nazi war criminals, said of J opson:
"He was a role model. He worked hard at what
ever he did, was fair, and everybody trusted and
respected him because of his honesty and fairness. He
could get the best out of you. 'Doc' Jopson was, and
still is, Bridgewater College."
W hile Rudy Tucker, '52, wasn't on the BC track
team, he did get a firsthand look at "Doc" in his biol
ogy classes.
"He was a tough teacher, and scared the hell out
of me," said Tucker, of Weyers Cave, Va. " My first oral

HOMAGE
Bridgewater native Hobert Bodkin, '49, was one
of the many in attendance at the Oct. 25 reception.
Bodkin, who came to the College in 1941 and
returned to finish his education after serving in the
Pacific with the Marine Corps duri ng World War II,
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exam in biology, 'Doc' came into the room, sat on a
stool and said, 'show me something I haven't seen.'
One of my comprehensive exams for him was only
three or four questions, and took all day to complete."
Tucker's education, too, was interrupted by war
- the Korean War - but after he returned to BC and

but had a quiet demeanor that commanded respect.
He was just that type of person."
Johnson laughed at one incident duri ng his junior
year in which he was running in the state meet in Roa
noke. He passed the runner who was in first place and
won the race. Later, someone told him that Jopson,

In honor
of "Doc"
FAR LEFT: Dave Osborne, '61, ofFincastle,
Va., visits with "Doc" at the reception.
RIGHT: BC President PhJ/hp C Stone and
"Doc"Jopson share a few memories at the
reception mjopson's honor on Oct. 25.
Photos by Tommy Thompson

earned his degree in biology and physical education,
he snagged a teachi ng job at Bridgewater High School.
He was obligated to coach the high-school track team,
and came to Jopson for advice.
"He said, 'bring 'em on down to the College, and
they can work out with our team,"' said Tucker. "He
was an enormous help."
Tucker noted that, years later, Jopson would help
him again when he co-supervised grade-school kids in
the field as part of water and environmental conserva
tion programs.
"T here's no one quite like 'Doc,"' he said.
Elwood "Woody" Johnson, '74, said the reception
at Bridgewater "was a good thing" from a couple of
perspectives: he got to see "Doc" again, and many of
his old track buddies, as well. Johnson, who ran the
mile and cross country, noted that:
'"Doc,' to me, was the kind of person that you
would give your best for. He didn't yell and scream,

watching the whole thing, said in amazement: "W hat's
Woody doing ? He's taking the lead!"

MAKING TRACKS
Also on Oct. 25 - at halftime of the Bridgewater
and Emory & Henry football game - a new, eight
lane track was dedicated in recognition of J opson's 45
years of service to the College. "Doc" was presented
with a plaque for being "an inspirational mentor to
young people, an athletic icon and committed commu
nity leader."
You'd think a man who has received as many ac
colades as "Doc" J opson might be a little jaded by it
all. Not a bit of it.
"T he whole day was a new experience for me,
something quite special," he said. "It was marvelous
seeing all those people again."
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Oil's W
That Ends
by Karen Doss Bowman, '91

-

Which would you rather
smell - exhaust fumes,
or French fries?

A

s scientists and world leaders fret over energy
usage, David Rainard, '88, has taken a step to
reduce his own carbon footprint. The Dayton,

Va., resident drives a 1983 Mercedes 300D powered by
vegetable oil.

26 BRIDGEWATER

vegetable
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A self-described fix-it guy, Rainard tinkered with
the car's engine three years ago, outfitting it with

a Greasecar Vegetable Fuel System conversion kit

( from the online site www.greasecar.com) that al
lows diesel vehides to run on vegetable oil. The "Veggie Car," as the Rainards have affectionately
named it, not only is enviraimentally friendly, it's also kind to their household budget: Rainard
estimates that he spends an average of 44 cents per gallon for the greasy fuel.
"Everybody should do it," Rainard says as he pops open the hood to show off the motor and
insulated pipes. "If you understand how a diesel engine works, the only time-consuming part is
getting the oil and filtering it. You can ruin some dothes, but for the most part, I love this car."
The concept of operating on vegetable oil isn't nw1. In the late 1800s, Rudolf Diesel invented
the diesel engine to run on peanut oil, envisioning that farmers would be able to produce their
own fuel. It was a " green" idea before its time that is gaining popularity today as cil prices fluctu
ate and people become more concerned about America's dependence on foreign oil. E.xcept for the faint scent of frencl, fries,
Rainard has dramatically reduced the emissions escaping from his
car into the atmosphere.

Rainard decided to install the Greasecar kit in 2005 when
he was commuting about 90 miles ramd trip eacl, day to his
job as a senia- financial analyst at TallyGenicom in Waynesboro,
Va. The cost of gas began to go up, Rainard recalls, and he was
spending more than $400 eacl, month fa fuel. He and his wife,
Ann Ringgold Rainard, '8 7, decided they needed to find a way to

"You can ruin some
clothes, but for the
most part, I love
th.IS car. - David Raimrd, '88
fl

save money, and Rainard - who Ann desaibes as always having a
home improvement project underway- wanted to try the Greasecar option.

The Greasecar runs on a two-tank system, utilizing the car's existing diesel engine and the
vegetable oil tank, which is located in the spare tire compartment. The glote compartment now
houses the fuel control system, a three-position switcl, that allows Rainard to select whicl, kind of
fuel to use. First, he usually starts the engine on diesel fuel. Next, he switches to straight vegetable
oil, and an engine codant is used to raise oil temperature to lower its viscosity. The third posi
tion purges the vegetable oil from the system before turning off the engine. Finally, the switcl, is
returned to the st arting position to leave the vehide ready to restart on diesel fuel.
Finding vegetable oil isn't a problem for Rainard, who has several friends who drive cars on
similar systems. A few local restaurant s will give it to him, as well as the nearby Mount Crawford
Ruritan Club after their food fund raisers. With a surplus of about 300 gallons of vegetable oil
stored in plastic "cubes" at the bottom pa-tion of his kids' playground set, Rainard is prepared for
any unexpected canola shortage.
Nearly every Sunday evening, Rainard filters the oil he'll need for the coming week. It's an
elaborate system of barrels, plumbing and pipes, micron filter bags, a hot water heater - and a
meat thermometer. He filters the oil twice before putting it into the vegetable-oil tank of the car,
in hopes of preventing maintenance problems. The first step is to filter at room temperature and
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then to allow the oil to settle in a drum barrel. Next, he pumps the oil into a hot water heater to
get the temperature between 130 and 150 degrees for a final filtering. It's a messy job, he says, but
it ensures that he gets all of the french fries and won tons and other solids out of the oil, making
for a smoother ride and less chance of a breakdown.
"The better you filter the vegetable oil before it goes into the car," says Rainard, who spent
about 24 hours installing the conversion kit, "the less likely you're going to get stranded."
The Rainards' Veggie
Car is as efficient as most
new cars, getting about
30 miles to the gallon.
Once he began driving the
Mercedes exclusively to his
former job in Waynesboro,
Rainard's fuel savings
totaled around $300 each
month. With $1,000 in
vested in the car itself and
$1,000 for the conversion
kit, Rainard says it paid for
itself in about six months.
Shortly after completing
David Rainard, '88
the conversion project,
Rainard moved to his
current job as an accounting operations manager at Rosetta Stone in Harrisonburg, Va., only nine
miles from his home. He still drives the Veggie Car to work every day.
As the sixth child in a family of eight kids from Richmond, Va., Rainard recalls that broken
items weren't simply replaced. They were patched up and
repaired.
"If you didn't fix it, you didn't have it," Ann ex
plains.
The Veggie Car has been one of the most rewarding
projects for him, and he gladly shares advice with others
on the Greasecar Web site blog. Last year, he even pre
sented a session on alternative fuels for the middle-school
class of his daughter, Erin.
The entire Rainard family, which also includes a son,
Philip, enjoy riding around town in their Veggie Car. It
may not be a sleek, flashy new sports car, but Ann feels
that it's built for safety - a feature that's important for
any mom. And when gas prices skyrocket, as they did
duri ng the summer of 2008, it's Greasecar owners like
the Rainards who have the last laugh.
"When the cost of gas was approaching $4 a gallon
(this past summer)," says Ann, "we felt pretty content sit
ting at a stop light, smelli ng veggie oil fumes."

"Everybody should do it- If you understand how a
diesel engine works, the only time-consuming part
is getting the oil and filtering it." -

Karen Doss Bowman, '91, is a freelance writer in Bridgewater, Va.
Photos by Charles Culbertson
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For some Bridgewater College alumni, BC itself
became the career destination of choice.

Return Engagement

by Olivia A. Shifflett

Traveling full circle, a number of Bridgewater alumni
have come back to their alma mater to teach future
generations in the very place they were educated
themselves. The following are four of those alumni
faculty members, whose careers at the College range
from 32 years to less than one semester. Each is
dedicated to transforming the lives of their students.
Jesse Hopkins, '70

EDWIN L. TURNER DISTINGUISHED
PROFESSOR Of MUSIC

Reflecting on his nearly 32
years of teaching music at Bridge
water College, Jesse H opkins
summed up his career by saying, "It's been a wonderful life."

Graduating from the College
in 1970 with a B.S. in music
education, Hopkins spent seven

years teaching at Turner Ashby

High School before returning to
Bridgewater as a faculty member

fl>otot,;rommyThompsoo

in 1977.
As a student, Hopkins ap
preciated the numerous opportu-

nitieshe had for dose interaction
with faculty and forming lasting friendships with
fellow students. His faculty mentor, Philip Trout,
gave him encouragement and direction.

"The thing that's most powerful for me is lead

ing srudents to interact with great works of music,"

H opkins said. "Watching their interaction with the.

music is more powerful than my own personal inter
action with the music."
H op kins canpleted a master's in music edu

cation at Madison College (now James Madison
University) and earned his doctorate in musical

educatia:i from the University of Illinois at Urbana
Champaign in 1991.
During his time as choral director at BC,
H opkins' chorales have completed six international

tours, performed in Carnegie Hall and premiered 15
new compositions by internationally known com
posers. Every spring the Concert Chcir and Chorale
go on a regional tour, performing in churches from
Pennsylvania to North Carolina. H opkins tries to

schedule a performance in each student's hometown
at least once during their years at BC.
"Working with college students keeps you young
and active," H opkins said. "It's especially gratifying

to teach the children of those I've taught."
Although H opkins has made no plans to retire,
he laughed, "I plan to retire before their grandchil
dren come through."
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Holly Caldwell Ratwani, '99
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

"It's the only place I would have considered teaching."
Holly Caldwell Ratwani returned to Bridgewater
College as a professor in August of 2002 after working
for several years in a Roanoke public accounting office.
She said she worked "insane hours," some days from 6
a.m. until 10 p.m. She needed more balance in her life,
and becoming a faculty member at Bridgewater was ideal.
"I had such fond memories of Bridgewater," she said.
Although a commuter student from Stuarts Draft,
Va., Ratwani still felt involved in Bridgewater's close-knit
community. She loved accounting , but the classes that
stood out the most were those that "got me to step out of
my comfort zone and didn't involve number crunching."
Among her favorites were introduction to western music
with Gary Adams, which was "an eye-opener," biology
of plants with Michael Hill and art history with Nan
Covert. About Covert, Ratwani commented, "She was so
passionate about teaching and about the material that it
was infectious."
After her graduation with a B.S. in business admin
istration, Ratwani attended graduate school at Virginia
Tech, obtaini ng a master of accountancy in taxation
degree. She is licensed in Virginia as a certified public

David Coffman, '68
PROFESSOR OF EDUCATION AND DEPARTMEN T
CHAIR
DIRECTOR OF TEACHER EDUCATION

David Coffman graduated from
Bridgewater College as a Spanish major
and German minor. But it almost didn't
turn out that way. Coffman started out
majoring in mathematics, but changed
course when one of his professors, John
White, called him into his office and
said, "David, you don't really want to
be a math major, do you?"
Photo by Charles Culbertson
Switching, Coffman immersed him
self in foreign languages and took a memorable month
long trip to Spain in the summer of 1967, led by another
of his mentors, Robert Houts. Following his graduation
from BC, he taught Spanish, German, U.S. history and
world history at Martinsville High School, not far from
his home town of Bassett, Va.
Coffman returned to Bridgewater in 1991 upon
learni ng of an opening in the education department.
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accountant and com
pleted her MBA from
the University of Mary
land University College
in 2006.
One of her personal
goals is to become a cer
tified forensic accoun
tant. A growing field
due to recent corporate
accounti ng scandals,
forensic accounting
uncovers, investigates,
and attempts to elimi
nate fraud, along with
Photo by Charles Culbertson
increasing oversight and
transparency of financial statements.
Often giving personal attention to students who need
assistance or lack the confidence necessary for success in
the classroom, Ratwani was deeply touched by a heart
felt thank-you note she received from a student. She
describes her favorite moments in teaching as "the light
bulb moments" - when she knows the students are start
ing to understand the material.

Although his goal had originally been to teach foreign
languages, he was eager to work in education, as well.
Coffman has chaired the education department for five
years. At the beginning of the 2008-2009 academic year,
he was named director of teacher education.
Now entering his 41 year in education,
Coffman, who received his doctor of education degree
from Virginia Tech in 1987, has been involved with a
number of organizations in his field, such as the Associa
tion of Teacher Education-Virginia and the Association of
Independent Liberal Arts Colleges of Teacher Education.
He was asked to serve on the Committee on Membership
Development and Capacity Building of the American
Association of Colleges for Teacher Education in 2009,
describing it as a significant honor.
T he best reward for Coffman, however, is the prepa
ration of future teachers. He takes great satisfaction in
keepi ng up with his former students and seeing who they
become. He uses stories of his former students' experi
ences as tools for teaching his current students. "(Stories)
help show what teaching is all about."
st
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William E. Abshire, '84

Jesse E. Hopkins, '70

Erich E. Brumbaugh, '66

Associate Professor of Economics

Anna B. Mow Endowed Professor of Philosophy
andRehgion
Professor of Chemistry

David E. Coffman, '68

Professor of Education

Mary Frances Heishman, '66
Professor of Exercise Science

Michael S. Hensley, '69

Harry G.M Jopson Professor of Biology

Philip T. Sp ickler, '85

Edwin L. Turner Distinguished Professor of Music

Associate Professor of Physics

David C. Huffman, '76

Shane D. Stevens, '79

Curtis L. Kendall, '81

Jenny L. Watson, '01

Assistant Professor of Exercise Science

Barbara H. Long, '88

Assistant Professor of Health and Exercise
Science

Instructor of Com puterScience

Assistant Professor of Family and Consumer
Sciences

Kimberly D. Wright, '84

Assistant Professor of Exercise Science

Holly C. Ratwani, '99

Assistant Professor of Business Administration

Jenny Watson, '01
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

As soon as Jenny Watson set foot on Bridgewater
College's campus, she knew she wanted to attend BC.
She had planned to go to college in Tennessee, but after
attending state officer training for the Family, Career
and Community Leaders of America, which was hosted
on the BC campus, she cha nged her mind and applied to
Bridgewater.
A former student ambassador, Watson considers
herself a "lifetime ambassador" for BC. While a family
and consumer sciences major, she was also a work-study
student in the department and came to know and love
the faculty, including Nancy St. John, her "biggest influ
ence" and now her colleague.
Prior to her return as a faculty member, Watson
taught in a grade 4-8 school in Grayson County, her
home in southwest Virginia. She received her master's
degree in family studies from Texas Women's University
in 2006 and is currently working on her Ph.D. from
Virginia Tech.
Watson started teaching at BC this fall. Although
overwhelmed at first, she loves her profession and enjoys
educating students about the breadth of applications for
family and consumer sciences, which she described as an
ever-changing field.
Family and consumer sciences - formerly home eco
nomics - focuses on issues that make everyday life better
and on training future leaders. Watson continues her
involvement with the various professional organizations
for family and consumer sciences, which help to expand

networking opportunities for
FCS students and open doors
for a wide variety of careers.
Child Growth and Devel
opment, which she described
as "fascinating ," is one of her
favorite courses to teach. She
also teaches Foundations of
Family and Consumer Sciences,
an introductory course for FCS
majors that covers the history of the field, its relevance
to public policy and possible
careers for students.
Watson appreciates the
personal relationships she is
Photo by Charles Culbertson
able to have with her students,
saying that at BC it is possible
"to reach out" and care about each student individually.
"T his is my dream job."
Like Watson, all of the preceding faculty members
seem unable to imagine teaching anywhere other than
Bridgewater College. Bridgewater's alumni who have be
come faculty here take a special ownership and pride in
continuing and furthering the programs they benefited
from as students. T hey are a crucial link between the his
tory and the future of Bridgewater College.

OIMa A. Shifflett 1s assistant to the vJCe president of college relations at Bndgewater College.
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Invest Wisely
Earn up to 10.5% on your investment
and support generations of students with a
Bridgewater College charitable gift annuity.
Today's low interest rates on CDs and other investments off
great incentives to open a charitable gift annuity (CGA) with
Bridgewater College. For as little as $10,000, a Bridgewater
College CGA will pay you an excellent rate of return and the
proceeds will provide support for generations of Bridgewater
College students . In
One-Life Annuity

Two-Life Annuity

addition, you may

AGE

AGE

qualify for a generout

RATE

60.................5.5%
65 ................. 5.7%
70 ................. 6.1%
75................. 6.7%
80 ................. 7.6%
85 ................. 8.9%
90 &over •••••• 10.5%

RATE

60&60 ....... 5.2%
65&65 ....... 5.4%
70&70 ...... 5.6%
75&75 ....... 6.0%
80&80 ....... 6.6%
85&85 ....... 7.4%
90&90 ....... 8.7%

charitable tax
deduction.
For more informatio
regarding charitable

j

gift annuities, contact
John Hipps, '84,

Executive Director of Development, by email at
jhipps@bridgewater.edu or by telephone at 540-828-5759.

u,ww. bridgewat,e r.edu

student r.;;�
commitment

e

campaign for Bridgewaler College
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A

s a youngster growing up in nearby Har
risonburg, Va., Don Burgess would often
find himself on the Bridgewater College

campus. His uncle, Roscoe Burgess, lived on Main
Street, and he also knew Carlyle Whitelow, who
taught and coached at BC.
"My dad would load us up in the station
wagon and bring us to games," Burgess recalled.
"It was a family outing." He remembered watch
ing former Eagle greats Keith Howard, Ramsey
Yeatts and Stacey Lee, to name a few.
Some 20 years later, he now reports to that
same building for work, hoping to mold some
more great players to lead the Eagles as the head
men's basketball coach. The 36-year-old Burgess
was named to the position in September, succeed
ing Bill Leatherman, who retired in July after 23
years at the helm.
Burgess' basketball career has come full circle
from the time he grew up playing for Harrison
burg High School, then to Radford University and
making several stops as an assistant coach before
taking on his first head coaching assignment some
15 minutes from his childhood home.
"I grew up here and I always knew this was
a fine institution," Burgess said of Bridgewater.
"I have always been impressed with the students
and the people that work here. They are quality
people and that is what attracted me to this posi
tion."
Growing up with his parents, Don and Cindy,
and his twin sister, Julie, Burgess' first love was
baseball.
"I was a pitcher and a first-baseman," he
recalled. "But when I wasn't pitching, I wasn't
involved in every play of the game and that got a
little boring." As a sixth-grader, Burgess got the
position of manager for Dennis Forren's freshman
basketball team at Harrisonburg High and soon
became hooked on hoops.
"I knew from watching Coach Forren, Roger
Bergey and Tim Meyers that they made the game
fun," Burgess recalled of his coaching mentors in
high school. As he moved into the varsity ranks he
knew that he wanted to play at the next level. A
trip with a group of Valley District players to a
Metro Index Camp got him noticed. On that team
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was also Chad Edwards, a former BC player and current basket
ball coach at Spotswood High School.
"We held our own at that camp," Burgess recalled.
He started to hear from all the Old Dominion Athletic
Schools as well as several Division I programs, including Dela
ware, Radford and VCU. He recalled some recruiting advice that
he got from another former Harrisonburg basketball great, Ralph
Sampson.
"Stick, as we called him, told me to pick a good academic
school where you are going to be comfortable," Burgess re
called. He narrowed his choices to Radford and Delaware and
eventually chose the Highlanders. "That was in the days of
telegrams, and I would receive some at school wanting to know
how my chemistry test went. That impressed me that they were
interested in me as more than just a player."
An all-region and VHSL all-star his senior year at Har
risonburg, he chose Radford for proximity to home and also
for a chance to play for Oliver Purnell. From his freshman to
sophomore seasons, he helped Radford go from 7-22 to 22-7
and win the Big South regular season title. During his senior year
the Highlanders beat LS U when Burgess hit a winning shot. He
was captain, team MVP and first team all-conference his senior
year. He graduated with statistics in the top 10 of the five major
basketball categories and an organizational management degree.
Although several opportunities to play professionally
overseas were available, Burgess took his degree and went to the
business world, working as a manager at Foot Locker in Roa
noke, Va. He still had the itch to coach and when Central Florida
University called to offer him an assistant position in 1996, he
headed to the Sunshine State. From Central Florida he went to
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Coastal Carolina, where one of his players was Alvin Green, a
Mr. Basketball in South Carolina in high school and Burgess' first
hire as an assistant coach at BC. Meyers, his former high school
coach, is a part-time assistant on Burgess' staff.
Then it was back to Virginia to join the staff at VMI, where
he lured in Keydet great Reggie Williams. He headed south again
to High Point University before coming to BC in September. Dur
ing his time in the D-I ranks, he was directly associated with five
of the eight conference players of the year. One of his players at
High Point, Arizona Reid, is one of just 97 players in NCAA his
tory to score over 2,000 points. "Everywhere I have been I was
growing and prepping myself to be a head coach," he said. He
was on the recruiting trail in Phoenix in July when he got word
that Leatherman had retired, and he applied for the position.
He has hit the ground running in his first few months on
the job.
"Every day is something different," he said. "I like interact
ing with the faculty and staff. I'm a college basketball coach and
it's about the student-athlete, seeing how their games develop
and mature into young men and being around people, good
people." He credits his parents as his role models and Bergey as
his basketball mentor. "My parents installed in me a work ethic
and reminded me that no matter how bad you have it someone
has it worse than you," said Burgess.
He's also proud that he grew up on the same street as some
great athletes - Charlie Thomas, Pee Wee Barber, Brent Johnson,
Stephanie Howard, Ralph and Joyce Sampson.
Burgess plans to install a motion offense that emphasizes
pushing the ball, attacking with freedom to make a play for a
teammate. On defense he plans to play man-to-man and some
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zone. "I want the guys to work hard on defense and then have
fun on offense," Burgess said.
Several of his colleagues in the coaching ranks see Burgess as
a rising star in the profession.
"Don is one of the best human beings I have ever met," said
High Point basketball coach Bart Lundy. "He will automatically
enhance your campus with his presence and demeanor. He is a
good teacher and has the ability to transfer this knowledge to the
kids in a positive manner. Bridgewater players will love playing for him, and parents will want to send their sons to play for
him."
Said Ron Bradley, former head coach at Radford and now as
sociate head coach at Clemson: "As a player Don was one of the
best that I have ever coached," he said."He was also one of the
most intelligent, and that translates well into coaching."
Minnesota coach Tubby Smith adds: "I was impressed with
his ability to identify talent. He can recruit but he can also teach
and coach the game."
"Don Don," as he is called to differentiate from his father's
name, is married to the former Stephanie Riddleberger, a Har
risonburg native, Radford grad and teacher. The couple has two
children, Kaley, 7, and J adon, 3. His hobbies include spending

Off to Israel:
Spector Named
Volleyball Coach
for Maccabi
Games

B

ridgewater head volleyball coach Greg
Spector has been named the head coach
of the women's open volleyball team for next
summer's Maccabi Games in Israel.
The Maccabi Games, also known as
the Jewish Olympics, is a gathering of Jew
ish athletes from around the world for an
by Steve Cox
Olympic-style competition.
Spector has been involved in Maccabi
for more than 20 years. He participated as a player in 1989,
1993, 1997 and 2001. He was an assistant coach on the men's
and women's team in 2001, winning a silver medal for both the
men's and women's squads. He also was the women's team head
coach for the Pan-Am games in Argentina in 2007, again winning
a silver medal.
"For me, it started out as a way to represent my country and
compete and win against other athletes from around the world,"
Spector said.
Some of the top volleyball coaches in the country have
coached at the Maccabi Games. Russ Rose, head coach at Penn
State, and Doug Beall, CEO of U.S. Volleyball, are both former
coaches.
"It's quite an honor for me to be selected to coach the team
at next summer's games," Spector said. "The Maccabi Games
helped shape me as an athlete and continue to guide me as a
coach. I have a terrific sense of pride in my heritage, and I owe a
great deal of it to the Maccabi experience."
More than 9,000 athletes from 60 countries will gather in

time with his family, following the Washington Redskins, soaking
up college basketball and the NBA playoffs.
Burgess sees his role to help develop his players in all areas
of life.
"I want the players to not just be role models for basketball,
but also for Bridgewater College. I want them to excel in three
areas - academics, socially and athletically. We want them to be
prepared for the real world." He's excited about the players on
his first BC team.
"Besides being good basketball players these guys are fine
young men," he said. "They have handled the transition to a new
coach very well. I was in their position at Radford when I was in
college. They have done everything that I have asked them to do,
and I am very proud of them."
W hen told that a local pizza delivery shop has several sand
wiches named after BC coaches, he was asked what entree could
be named for him.
"Mine would be a steak and cheese sub," he said with a
laugh. "Heavy on the meat and with grease running down my
arm!"
Mark Griffin, '88, is seniorassooate director ofadmissions at Bridgewater College.

Israel for the next Maccabi Games.
"In the volleyball venue, you
get the chance to meet and compete
against athletes from different coun
tries," Spector said. "The languages
and cultures are different, but everyone
has two things in common - volley
ball and the Jewish faith. It makes the
world seem smaller. For me, Maccabi
Spector
has had a great impact on my life, both
personally and professionally. "
Spector described the actual volleyball play as a "high level
of competition with a mix of athletes from Divisions I, II and III,
working together to form most teams."
Athletes apply for spots on the team and, depending on the
number of applicants, tryouts will be held in January. Spector will
conduct tryouts for athletes on the East Coast while his assistant,
Nir Ofer of UC-Riverside, will oversee West Coast tryouts.
Spector said he is looking forward to next summer's games,
especially the opening ceremonies.
"All of the athletes will be in the stadium along with 50,000
spectators," Spector said. "It sends chills down my spine every
time. You have athletes from 60 countries speaking countless dif
ferent languages, and then every one of them will sing the Israeli
national anthem together - all singing one song, the same way in
one language. It's a very special moment."
The 18th World Maccabi Games will be held July 13-23.
Steve Cox 1s sports information director at Bndgewater College.
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1944

1973

and daughter, Nicole, he has moved

their third son, Nathan Robert,

1980

born May 30. Roland is head varsity
baseball coach and teaches physical

CHARLOTTE WEAVER ANDERSON

TERESA DANIEL BISHOP is a techni

and ELIZABETH GLICK RIEMAN

cal writer/editor on the Northrop

met 68 years ago as music maIors at
BridgevvaterCollege. In October, they
celebrated their continuing friendship
over lunch at Mimi's Restaurant in

Grumman VITA(Virginia Information
Technologies Agency) proIect to
revise and standardize the computer

MARTY LESTER of Aldie, Va., is the
proud grandpa of a baby grrl, Nataly,

systems of theCommonwealth of Vir

born Sept. 2, to his daughter.

ginia.She lives rn Chesterfield County
wrth her husband, James, and would
like to hear from classmates and other

1984

Concord, Calif. Their memories of
"good old BC include playing duets
on theCole Hall stage and being cast
in the roles of mother(Elizabeth) and
daughter(Charlotte) in a production
of Thornton Wilder's "Our Town.'
Rieman is the author of two books,
Peace Train to Bejing and Beyond and
Opening Your Heart.

1969

TINA EGGE of Mechanicsville, Va., was
presented the Verizon Arete Award at
the Leadership Metro Richmond (LMR)

music maIors via email at tdbishop@
verizon.net.

taught for a number of years in the
vocational department in Gloucester
County. Taking a leave of absence in
1990, she and her husband, Joe, took
their boat down the Inter-coastal vva
terway, through Florida, the Bahamas,

fall leadership conference rn October.
The avvard is presented to individu
als who have made a difference in
the community, believe in the future
of the region and give unselfishly of
therr time and talent. During Egge's

She and her husband are both cancer
survivors and are actively involved

15- year tenure as president of LMR,
she transformed the organization into
one of the community's strongest and
inclusive nonprofits across the region.

Downes' are involved with the local
Golden Retriever Rescue. Elizabeth
would enIoy hearing from friends and
classmates at Jdownes2@cox.net.

BRIG. GEN. TED SHUEY ofStaunton,
Va., is the author of a newly published

1975

book, Ever Forward!, the story of
one of the nation's oldest and most
histonc military units, theStonewall
Briga de. Ted spent 38 years in the
Army National Guard, most of it in the
Stonewall Brigade, now known as the
116th Infantry Regiment.

1972

H. CHARLES "CHUCK"WOO DRUFF

II ofClifton, Va., has been named
asso ciate executive director for finance
and operations for the American
Association ofSchool Administrators. He earned a master of science rn
administration wrth a concentration
in public admrnistratron from George
Washington University. He has more
than 30 years of financial expertise,
including financial management for
the public school systems inStafford
and Fairfax counties, as well as serv
ing as chief frnancial officer for the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority.
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with Relay for life. In memory of their
dog, Bailey, who died of cancer. the

THE REV. SCOTT L. DUFFEY was
installed as pastor of theStaunton
(Va.)Church of the Brethren on Oct. 5.
He previously served the Westminster
(Md.)Church of the Brethren.Scott

BETSY BECHTEL HULVEY (see Glenn
Hulvey, '90).

Judy Lee jackson andAndrew Cherry Sr.

DAVID LONG and VALERIE MEEK
LONG, '94, have a son, Mitchell

JUDY LEE JACKSON and Andrew

lives in Charlottesville, Va.

Cherry Sr. were married June 28. Judy
is an accountant at the DefenseCom
missary Agency Headquarters rn Fort
Lee, Va. The couple lives in Chesterfield
County.

1990

GLENN HULVEY and BETSY BECHTEL
HULVEY, '93, have a son, Matthew
Andrew, born Aug. 29. The family lives
in Harrisonburg, Va.

1991

Michael have a new son, Chnstran

director for 18 years and is currently
an adapted physical education
teacher at The MarylandSchool for
the Blind.

1976

MICHAEL HARRIS retired in Decem
ber after 32 years of working as a bud
get officer for theCentral Intelligence
Agency. Along with hrs wife, Teresa,

In October, JARRETT HATCHER, '93,

Web site: www.theshowonespn12�0.

Bridgewa terCollege.

education teacher for 33 years, athletic

1993

com.

KATHERINE MCBRIDE RAKES and

an elder at Faith Presbyterian Church
in Baltrmore.She has been a physical

twrn sons, Joshua and Jacob, lives in
Chesapeake, Va.

commemorate the show's two-year
anniversary, the duo is launching a

and his wife, Becky, have two sons,
TIM and ANDY, who both attend

SHARON WILL has been installed as

education at Western Branch High
School. The family, which also includes

ofStaunton, Va., and CHRIS DAVIS,
'96, of Fishersvrlle, Va., co-hosted the
100'hepisode of'TheShow,"a weekly
sports variety show, on ESPN 12�0. To

After graduating from BC, ELIZABETH
KULNIS D OWNES of Gloucester, Va.,

theCaribbean and back to Virginia and
theChesapeake Bay. For the past 15
years, she has been a nutritionist with
the Virginia Department of Health.

ROLAND WRIGHT and Sarah have

from Vienna, Va., to Stephens City, Va.

Eldridge, born Aug. 2t The family,
which also includes a son, Cabell, and
a daughter, Lauren, lives in Daleville,
Va.

1992

PERRY DAV and DJ have a new
daughter, Emma Elizabeth, born July
30. The family, which also includes a
son, Perry IV, and a daughter, Kristen
Mane, lives in Manassas Park, Va.

DEBRA BILLETT VIGH and Jerry have
a daughter, Sarah Grace, born July 25,
2005. The family lives in Elkins, W.Va.

Robert, born Dec. 20, 2005. The family

1994

SARAH DAVIS has moved to Harri
son, Ark., where she is continuing her
career with the U.S. ForestService.She
is a wildlife biologist at the Big Piney
Ranger District of the Ozark-St. Francis
Natrona I Forest.
In July, JAMES W. "J.W." KILE of
Harrisonburg, Va., became pnncipal of
Plains Elementary School. He earned
a master's degree in education from
James Madison University and served
as assistant principal at Peak View
Elementary, where he implemented
the Watch D.O.G.S.(Dads of GreatStu
dents) program to get dads involved
in the school.

VALERIE MEEK LONG (see David
Long, '93)

1995

AMANDA CURRY GRAZIANO and

John have a son, John Brooks" Jack,"
born May 9. The family lives in Rich
mond, Va.

STEPHANIE GARDNER NELSON
and Joe have a daughter, Layla Mane,
born March 25. The family, which
also includes a son, Luke, lives in Har
risonburg, Va.
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1996

CHRIS DAVIS (see Jarrett Hatcher,

'93).

CHARLIE MEEK andSarah have

twins, Ava and Cannon, born Dec. 75,
2007. The family lives inSuffolk,Va..
where Charlie is budget and strategic
planning manager for the city.
JILL CRICKENBERGER PAULIN and
JOSHUA PAULIN, '97, have a son,

William Lawrence, born July 1. The
family lives in Centreville, Va.

ANNE WARREN WAGNER and James
have a daughter, Naomi Gayle,born
Aug. 28. The family lives in Hamp
stead,Md.

1997

BENJAMIN BARLOW of Columbia,

Md., was elected to the General Board
of the Church of the Brethren at the
denomination's 22200 Annual Confer
ence held July 12-16 in Richmond, Va.
JOSHUA PAULIN (see Jill Cricken

berger Paulin,'96).

ber, Kevin was named varsity boys'
basketball coach at Harnsonburg High
School.

WyattSarnuel, lives in Watsontown,
Pa.,where Jill is pastor ofSt. John's
Lutheran Church, Delaware Run.

1999

2000

KELLEY KING HAGA and Brad have a
son, Carter Benton,born Oct. 11. Kelley
is a licensed physical therapy assistant
at Smyth Regional HomeCare and vol
unteers as a certified athletic trainer at
GeorgeWythe HighSchool. The couple
lives in Crockett,Va.
MECAN KINCHELOE ofStaunton,
Va., has I01ned Community Bank as
mortgage ong1nator in theSecondary
Mortgage Department. She previously
was a branch manager for Planter's
Bank.She is actively involved in the
Staunton/ Augusta JuniorWoman's
Club and Third Presbyterian Church.
ELIZABETH SMITH MCNEAL and Jef

frey have a daughter,Addyson Noel,
born Aug. 2�, 2006. The family lives in
Dayton, Va.

JENNIFER E. MILLS and Matthew M.

Dumas were married May 23. Jenny
is a supervisory operations research

AARON TOOTHMAN of Ronceverte,

have their first child,a daughter,
Grace, bornSept. 1. Also in Septem-

'02,have twins, Elizabeth Morgan
and Nathaniel Lind, born May 27,
2008. Julia teaches second grade
in the Rockingham County Public
Schools. and Ross teaches biology and
environmental science at Harrison
burg HighSchool. The family lives in
Broadway, Va.
MICHELLE SOULE CERMEROTH

andMark have a daughter,Madeline
Grace,born July 11. Michelle is a school
counselor at Caroline MiddleSchool.
The family lives 1n Mechanicsville, Va.
WAYNE and STACEY CHANEY HY
DORN have their second son, Brody

Jennifer E Mills and Matthew M.
Dumas.

PAMELA SCYP HERS THREEWITTS

(see Jason Threewitts,'01).

KYLE WILLIFORD and TIFFANY
BURNS WILLIFORD, '03,have a

daughter,Avery Marie, born Aug. 1�.
The family lives in Garner, N.C.
DAVID LEE WYANT and Laura

Elizabeth Bowers were married June
7. David is pursuing a master's degree
1n broadcastj0urnal1sm atMissoun
University's School of Journalism and
1s midday radio host forWLTK radio
station. The couple lives in Penn Laird,
Va.

2003

JULIA FAIA and Jonathan Pretus were

married Dec. 1,2007. The couple lives
in New Orleans.

JOLENE FLORY of Waynesboro,Va.,

HOLLY WARE and Jason Land

were married in 2006. They have a
daughter.Sienna Lee,born Aug. 20,
2007. Holly teaches special education
at Penns Grove High School. The family
lives in Salem, N.J.
JENNIFER WHITE and Thomas Wall

ERIN LEE MILLER and Bryon N.

were married June 28. The couple lives
in Graham, N.C.

2002

analyst with the Department of the
Army at Ft. Belvoir, Va. The couple lives
in Alexandria,Va.

ROSS BAIR (see Julia Lind Bair, '01).

THE REV. JILL VALENTINE SEAGLE

TINA BOTKIN BLACC and Matthew

and the Rev. Douglas Seagle have a
daughter, Morgan Trinity, born April
17. In 2003, Jill earned her master of di
vinity degree from the Lutheran Theo
logical Seminary In Gettysburg, Pa.
The family, which also includes a son,

J. Ballard were married May 27, 2007.
In May 2005, Lindsay earned a master
of public administration degree from
Old Dominion University. Lindsay
works in government finance sup
porting the United States Navy at the
Fleet and Family Support Center at the
Naval AirStatlon Oceana in Virginia
Beach,Va. The couple lives in Virginia
Beach.

Joined the music faculty of Mary Bald
win College 1n 2006 as an instructor
of vo1ce and the director of the Mary
Baldwin Madrigal Singers. In addition,
she recently JoinedWashington and
Lee University's music faculty as
instructor of voice and aural skills.She
also is director of music at Bethany
Lutheran Church.She earned a
master's degree in vocal performance
from the University of North Carolina
at Greensboro.

a new daughter,Kelsey Brooke,born
Sept. 12. The family,which includes
another daughter, Kaelin,and a son,
Jake,live in Troutville, Va.

MICHAEL BAKER of Warsaw,Va.,

KEVIN TYSINGER and Mary Beth

JULIA LIND BAIR and ROSS BAIR,

JASON THREEWITTS and PAMELA
SCYP HERS THREEWITTS, '02,have

1998

CARY MINNICK and Jennifer have
a son, Aidan Patrick, born July �- The
family lives in Lima, Ohio.

2001

Tucker,born Aug. 19. The family lives
in Hampstead,Md.

W.Va., has I01ned First National Bank
of Ronceverte as an assistant vice
president. He has worked 11 years in
the banking industry, as a financial
center leader with BB&T and a loan
officer with F&M bank.

served as umpire for the champion
ship game of the 6200 Little League
WorldSeries. One of 15 umpires cho
sen world-wide,he called 13 games,
including three at home plate, during
the Aug. 15-2� event. He is an umpire
in the Virginia Baseball League and in
the Fredericksburg Umpiring Associa
tion,which covers area high school
baseball and softball. He teaches
world history at Rappahannock High
School, where he also serves as the
girls' Iunior varsity softba II coach.

NATHAN MAYO and KristinSouder
were married May 2�. Nathan is a
sales representative in Charlotte, N.C.
The couple lives in Huntersville, N.C.

LINDSAY C. KENNEDY and Lt. Robert

have their first child, a son, Caleb Wil
son, born May 1. Tina 1s a compliance
officer and internal auditor for First
and Citizens Bank in Monterey,Va. The
couple lives in Doe Hill,Va.

Powell were married July 19. Erin is a
supervisory senior at the accounting
firm ofYount, Hyde & Barbour P.C. The
couple lives in Winchester, Va.
PAUL FIKE STUTZMAN and KAREN
ALTICE STUTZMAN, '05. have a

daughter, Kaylee Grace,born June 1�.
The family lives in Rocky Mount,Va.
TIFFANY BURNS WILLIFORD (see

KyleWilliford, '02).
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1973 Row 1:

Regina Stanley

Holman, Merry Egge, Ellen Hottle Ceisert, Mory Bert Howkins, Louro
Conne!Wu1Zer, Chnstme Chesneou

Row 2: Karen Rogers Zehr,

Regino "Rikki" Kulzer Blok, Debby Leder Crogan, Koren Smith Hayes,
Doug Smith

Row 3: Ed Clark, Daniel Bowman, Brad Ceisert, Joni

Class of797J

Walton Truscott, Heidi Stratton

CLASS OF

1978 Row 1:

Debby Moyer Al-

fen, Anita Holl Waters, Kathy Moss Webb, Bonnie Kime Cheshire, Patsy
RohrerWogner, Tino Morgon Barnett, Donna Sowle;Jamison, Martha

Row 2: Aubrey Knight, Esther Elswick Knight, Greg
Harper, Susan Derrow, Denise Lovelace Flora, Andrew Durdock Row
Teets Re1sh

3: Cindy Sigler, MaryJo Flory-Steury, Un do WeltyWood, Alvin Rankm,
Fran Webb Ford, Cathy Simmons Huffman

Row 4: Dove Wood, Keith

Brower, Allen Flora, Dusty Rhodes, CraigWaters, Tim Ritchey Martin

Row 5: Bruce Hollenberg,Johnny Milleson, Tom Wmgate,John Krog
man, RJCk Davis

CLASS OF

1983

Row 1: Kelly Mason

Closs of7978

Kophoz1, Kim Kirkwood, Dione Mowen Schoffermon, Debbie Hylton
Brubaker, Nancy Thorpe Long, Mel Morris White, Nancy Corton Tote,
Undo Lipscomb Tax, Deborah Payne Western

Row 2: Chris Spick

ler Deal, Cathenne Harlow Best, Martha Finley Curt, Terry Shearin
Grogg, Som TharpeJr, Mory Helen Ellis Tucker

Row 3: Beth Evans

Feeney, Dione Ober Garber, David Schoffermon II, Mike Deal, Deb
LaymonWill, David Will

Row 4: Bruce Feeney, Glendon CJ/I, Dove

Bone, Enk Kloster, Charles Talbott

Closs of7983
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Class of 1993

Class of 1988

CLASS OF 1988

Row1: UsaM11/s Borg-

wardt, Mam Inman Strosnider, Mary White Helmick, Dawn Carman
Geesaman, Connie Shenk Blose, Sharon GraffJohnson

Row 2: Tammy Malle,y Lanham, Mark Griffin, Wanda Simmons
Ellinger, Lora Lanzillotti Smith KellyMcCoy VandenBerg, Vaniene Hud
gins Delucas Row 3: BryanMoser,Jason Strosnider, Ron Ramsey,
Reed Franklin, Lavonne Bowman Harner, Conrad "Rad"Patterson

Row 4: David Rainard, Toby Stalnaker, Ramsey Yeatts, Jim Delucas,
Alan Borgwardt

CLASS OF 1993

Row1: DeeA//en,

Kathryn Rhodes Bremner, Shan Huffman Payne Row 2: Stephen
Parker, David Long

CLASS OF 1998

Class of 1998

Row1: OIMa

Didaw1ck Hutton, Karen Monger Reeder, Jamee Gibbet Sommerhoff,
CayleLong Kru/1,JenniferKnupp Riner, Brian Miller Row 2: Krista
Kern Shonk, Harvey Leddy Ginger Cates, Laurie Wiles, JenniferMat
tice Hannah Elizabeth Ott

CLASS OF 2003

Row1: Charity Tyree

Hale, StaCie EssexMikels, Kim Garber, Kim Woodring Lee, JIii Harns
Arnold, Megan Orndorff Huffman Row 2: HollyMoyer Wood,
Mary Vertz Eshbaugh Amber Drumheller, Erika Gehr, Heather
Taress, Heather Kelley Weller Row 3: Jennie Draper, Daniel Dell II,
Laura Boyd Farmer, Bnan Ratliff, Paul Stutzman Row4: Travis
Heavner, Troy Akers, Daniel BremnerJr., Brad McCrady Seth Bokel
man

Class of2 003
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is pursuing a degree at The College of
William and Mary Law School.

MELISSA GAIL RINGGOLD and David

DwightEmswiler were marlied June
21. Melissa is an inventory auditor at
Costco W holesale in Harrisonburg, Va.
The couple lives in Weyers Cave, Va.

LINDSAY MORRIS WILHELM and
Jeffrey have a daughter, Bnley Paige,
born Nov. 10, 2005. The family lives in
Harrisonburg, Va.
SARAH YINGLING and Michael Kolbe
Kim Woodring and Aaron Lee

KIM WOODRING and Aaron Lee

were married on July 5. Kim earned a
master's degree in social work in May
2005 from V irginia Commonwealt h
University and her state license (LCSW)
in Aplil 2008. The couple lives in
Richmond, Va.

2004

ALLISON HOPE BAKER and Tyler

Adam Bowerscck were married July
5. Allison is employed by Jefferson
College of Health Sciences. The couple
lives in Culpeper. Va.

were rnarlied Aug. 30. The couple lives
in Schuylkill Haven, Pa.

2005

BETH KATHLEEN ELLER and Jona

than Howard Sutton were rnarlied
Aug. 2. The couple lives in Harrison
burg,Va., where Beth is an art teacher
at Smithland Elementary School.

CAROLINE CASTLETON GUST (see
Jonathan Dale Puvak,'0�)

DEIRDRA TATE JONES and Doug

have a daughter, Alexis Ann-Marie.
born Aug. 3, 2007. De1rdra teaches
science in the Bedford County Public
Schools. The family lives in Lynchburg,
Va.

TRACEY LYNN MULLINS and

Raymond "Mikie'E. Michael 111 were
married April 19. Tracey is a U.S. and
advanced placement U.S. history
teacher for Augusta County Schools.
The couple lives in Staunton, Va.

MARGARET MASSIE and McKenzie

Myers were married April 1. The
couple lives in Charlottesville, Va.

JENNIE MARIE PRETO and Samuel

Stefanie Beckner and Michael Pans

STEFANIE BECKNER and MICHAEL
PARIS were married Oct. 18. The
couple lives in Waldorf, Md.

CHRISTINA LEIGH FOX and Jeremy
Alan Swecker were married July 12.
Christina teaches third grade for
Augusta County Schools. The couple
lives in Blidgewater. Va.
JONATHAN DALE PUVAK and
CAROLINE CASTLETON GUST, '05,

were married Aug. 9. The couple lives
in Williamsburg, Va., where Jonathan
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Douglas Carr were married June 21.
Jennie Is pursuing a master's degree
in education at Eastern Mennonite
Univer sity. She teaches fourth grade at
ElktonElementary School. The couple
lives in Harlisonburg,Va.

TABITHA MAE REXRODE and Ken
neth Paul Kaczorowski were married
June 16. Tabitha teaches first grade in
Augusta County. The couple lives in
Grottoes, Va.

SARAH SNADER and MichaelRoberts

were marlied Sept. 13. The couple lives
in Alexandria, Va.

KAREN ALTICE STUTZMAN (see Paul
Fike Stutzman, '03).

STEPHEN ELLIOTTICKLE and JES
SICA SUTTON HANEY, '06, were

married June 21. Stephen is a manager
at Barnes and Noble, and Jessica Is
a paraoptometricat Marrow Family
Eyecare. The couple lives in H arnson
burg, Va.

2006

RACHEL JENKINS BRANT was hon
ored by the Washington Newspaper
Publishers Association with three
awards this year. She won first place
in the business category for her story,
"From CleaningRags toRiches: on
Lighthouse Cove Property Manage
ment owner Chrysztyna Montanez.
She placed first in the news of the
weird category for the story, "Ferry
ridIng Dog's Travels Come to an End.'
She also was named a news writer
of the year f1nal1st for her portfolio
of work. Brant is a reporter for two
weekly newspapers, the Bremerton
Patriot and Central Kitsap Reporter.
She lives in Silverdale, Wash., with her
husband, Justin.

and long-term loans for agricultural
production and real estate purchases.

CARA ANN HOWDYSHELL and Paul
Jesse Valentine were married June 28.
The couple lives In Tumwater, Wash.
BRITTANY MEARS and COLIN OW
ENS JR. were married Aug. 8. Colin

is a State Farm Insurance agent in
Yorktown, Va., where the couple lives.

JASON E. SAUNDERS and Ka itIe have
a son, Jonathan Albert, born Aug. 19.
Jason Is an assistant director of admis
sions at Bridgewater College. The
family lives in Staunton, Va.

2008

BRENNA GOGGIN and BenJamin
Welker were married Nov. 1. The
couple lives in Wilmington, Del.

JESSICA SUTTON HANEY (see
Stephen Elliot Tickle, '05).

ANDREW ROYER has been named

store manager ofRoyer's Flowers &
Gifts in Lebanon, Pa.

2007

MARISSA B. BAKER and Bryan
Keagy were married June 28. Marissa
is a human resources technician for
the City of Harrisonburg. The couple
lives In Bridgewater, Va.
CARL H. "CHANCE" DOBBS and
JESSICA YOUNG were married July

Mary Helen Clemmer andJeremy Seth
Thorne

MARY HELEN CLEMMER and Jeremy
Seth Thorne were married Oct. 18. The
couple lives in Staunton,Va.
On Nov. 3, JESSICA POWERS. of
Hagerstown, Md., began her first
service proJect with the National
Civilian Community Corps (NCC(), an
AmeriCorps program. as part of a 10month assignment. She will complete
a series of six-to-eight-week-long
service proJects as part of a 10- to 12member team.

19. The couple lives in Glen Allen, Va.

MARK SCOTT HALL and EMILY
RACHEL PRICE were married June 1t

The couple lives in Charlottesville, Va.,
where Mark is an assistant box office
manager at the John Paul Jones Arena
and Emily is a national sales assistant
and traffic director for CBS 19.

BRAD HEWITT of Swoope, Va.,

has Joined Farm Credit&Country
Mortgages as a loan officer. He will
concentrate on short-, intermediate-

HONORARY ALUMNI
AWARD RECIPIENTS

The Honorary Alumni Award was es
tablished to recognize specia I Friends
of Bridgewater College and the BC
Alumni Association.
19 97 . ........... Mary Grace Martin*
2001 ............Carolyn C. Driver*
2001 ......... ..Ralph L. Shively
2001 ..... .. . .MarySpitzerEtter*
2005 .. . .. ....Bonnie Lou Wampler
2008 ........... Daniel S. Geiser
• deceased
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MEMORIALS
DR. BEVERLY KENNON PETER, '28,
of Yankton,S.D.• died Oct. 9,at the age
of 101 He completed medical school
at the University ofVirginia. He lived in
WestVirgin1a for many years and was
an eye,ear,nose and throat physi
cian on the medical staff of Beckley
Hospital from 1935 untrl he retired in
1974. In 1974,he moved to Yankton to
be near family.
WILLIAM J. CARBER, '30, of

Lancaster, Pa., died Sept. 16, at the
age of 99. Following graduation from
BridgewaterCollege, he taught math
ematics in Louisa,Va. Later he was
employed by the DuPont Company in
Waynesboro and Richmond,Va., for 36
years,retiring as a purchasing super
visor in 197l He was a member of the
Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren.
Among his survivors is a daughter,

MARY "KITTY" CARBER PUFFEN
BERGER, '58, of Elizabeth town,and
two sisters,ANNA CARBER CRIST,
'39, and MARY CARBER JENNINGS,
'44, both of Bridgewater,Va.

BERTHA DRIVER CASSETT, '33,
of Bndgewater,Va., died Oct. 6,at
the age of 97. She graduated from
Hanrisonburg State Teachers College
(now James Madison University) and
the School of Medical Technology at
the University ofVirginia. She was a
medical technologist at Emergency
andGallenger Hospitals in the D1stnct
of Columbia, at Rockingham Memorial
Hospital and Merck Pharmaceutical's
Stonewall plant 1n Elkton,Va. She
concluded her career as assistant
dietitian for Madison College. Active in
professional organizations, she served
two years as president of theVirginia
Society of Medical Technologists and
Laboratory Technicians. She was a
lifelong member of the PleasantValley
Church of the Brethren. She and her
sister,Carolyn Driver, co-authored the
genealogy reference Descendents
of Ludwig Treber (lewis Driver) and
Barbara S. Sprenkle in the Shenan
doah Valley of Virginia, United States
ofAmerica.
WILMA MOYERS RIDDEL, '34,of

Hanrisonburg,Va.,died Oct. 24,at
the age of 95. She did graduate work

at Columbia University. She taught
English and French and was librarian
at Churchville High School, She was
receptionist and bookkeeper for her
husband's medical practice from
1950-1974. In the 1960s, she served
as president of the Medical Aux iliary com posed of doctors' wives. An
avid gardener,she was active 1n the
EdgebrierGardenClub in Bridgewater.
She was a member of the Bridgewater
PresbyterianChurch. Among her
survivors is a daughter, PATRICIA
RIDDEL EARLY, '65, of Dayton,Va.

SAMUEL FREDERICK SANCER, '36,

of Blackstone,Va., died Aug. 9, at the
age of 94. Among his survivors is a
son, S.F. "FRED" SANCER JR., '65, of
Blackstone, Va., and two sisters, RUTH
E. SANCER, '37,and ELIZABETH
SANCER SPITLER, '32, both of
Bridgewater,Va.

KATHRYN PETERS CRUMPACKER,

'37, ofChester, Conn., died March 11,
2008,at the age of 93, She is survived
by her husband, DR. EDCAR L.

CRUMPACKER, '38.

DR. JAMES BANKS EARLY JR., '37,

of Madison,Va.,died June 4,at the age
of 92. He graduated from the Medical
College ofVirginia and practiced
dentistry for almost SO years, mentor
ing six dentists during that time. He
was a charter member of the Madison
CountyVolunteer Fire Department and
was past president of the Madison
Recreation Association. He served on
the Madison County Electoral Board,
chairman of the DemocraticCommit
tee and was a member of the board of
directors of Nationa I Bank and Trust in
Madison. He was an active member of
the Madison United MethodistChurch.
He is surv1ved by his wife of almost 68
years,Virginia.

VERA MITCHELL HAROUFF, '37,
of Bridgewater. Va., died Sept. 30, at
the age of 93. She taught elementary
school for 38 years, first in Highland
and Bath counties, before complet
ing the maJority of her career in
the schools of Augusta County and
Staunton,Va. She was a member of
the StauntonChurch of the Brethren

and a charter member of Alpha Delta
Kappa. Among her survivors is a son,
BILL HAROUFF, '65,of Staunton,
and three brothers, the REV. S.
EARL MITCHELL, '32, of Slidell, La ,
the REV. OLDEN D. MITCHELL,
'35,of N. Manchester, Ind., and the
REV. FLOYD H. MITCHELL, '44, of
Martinsburg,Pa.

ADRIAN BRADLEY LEATHER
MAN, '37, of Round Rock, Texas and

formerly of Myer sville, Md., died Sept.
6. at the age of 92. He was a retired
chemist.

WALTER M. KOENIC, '40, of little

Egg Harbor. N.J., died May 15. He is
survived by his wife,Margaret.

MARYAN D. DAHMER, '41,of Upper

Tract, W.Va., died Nov. 8, at the age
of 89. She received master's degrees
from both WestVirginia University
and Vanderbilt PeabodyCollege. She
taught in the public schools of Pend
letonCounty, W.Va.. Puerto Rico and
Germany, and retired as a librarian
from the MontgomeryCounty, Md.,
school system. She was a member
of Mount Horeb United Methodist
Church.

LOUISE BOWMAN NIPE, '41, of

Harrisonburg, Va.,died Nov. 7, follow
ing years of declining health. She was
89. After earning a home economics
degree from Bridgewater College, she
taught school inCovington,Va., fora
number of years. She was a member
of the FirstChurch of the Brethren of
Harrisonburg, where she taught Sun
day School for many years. She was a
founding member of the Rockingham
Memonal Hospital Auxiliar y and
served as one of its first presidents.
She also was a member of theVirginia
Museum of Fine Arts. She enJoyed
gardening, playing golf and listening
to music. Among her survivors are
two sons, CEORCE M. NIPE JR., '69,
of Harrisonburg,and JAMES B. NIPE,
'75, of Bridgewater, Va.; a daughter,
ANNE NIPE STEVENS, '78, of South
Boston,Va.; and a sister, ROSALIE
BOWMAN MOOMAW, '46,of
Virgina Beach,Va.

D. PAUL CREENE, '46, of Akron,

Pa.,died Nov. 12, following a brief
illness. He was 85. He graduated
from Bethany Theological Seminary.
In 1953,he joined the faculty of
ElizabethtownCollege as associate
professor of history. He also served
as coach of basketball and soccer
and dean of men. From 1958-1976
he served as the dean of admissions,
where he helped to initiate the Junior
Admissions Program. He was the first
employed pastor of Akron Church of
the Brethren,retiring in 1989 after
serving that congregation for 18
years. He has been the coordinator of
chaplaincy at the Ephrata Community
Hosp1 tal. An avid sports buff, he was
drafted to play for the maJor league
baseball club,the St. Louis Browns.
He is survived by his wife of 65 years,
Edith.

CARLAND LEE WHITMER, '49,of

Harrisonburg,Va., died Nov. 9,at the
age of 82. A member of the U.S. Army,
he served in World War II and the
Korean War. Before retiring in 1986, he
was employed for 21 years as assistant
director of the Bureau of Medrcal &
Nursing Facilities Services for the State
Health Department in Richmond, Va.
During his last nine years of employ
ment, he served as adminrstrator of
the Hancock Genatric TreatmentCen
ter in Williamsburg,Va. After retiring,
he returned to theValley and became
a member of Dayton United Methodist
Church. He is survived by his wife of
60 years, Lois.

NORMAN W. THOMAS, '50, of Her

rin, Ill., died Nov. 5, at the age of 8�.
He served in World War II as a staff ser
geant underGen. George Patton in the
Fourth Anmored Division in Europe.
He was retired from Olin, where he
was quality control manager. He was
a member of the Herrin Presbyterian
Church, where he served as secretary.
He also was an active member of the
Gideons. A member of the Masons, he
served as Grand Master in 1975.

THOMAS HARTWELL CLASS Ill, '57,
of BuenaVista,Va.,died Oct. 12. As a
member of the U.S. Army, he served
1nGenmany. He was a long-time
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employee of B.P. Knight &
Company andWalmart. A
member of Christ Episcopal
Church, he served on vestry
and as a lay reader. He was
a member of the local food
bank.

·

WINFRED "TOM"
THOMPSON JUDD, '57, of
White Stone, Va.,died Sept.
16, after a long period of
declining health. He was 74.
He served in the U.S. Army,
stationed most of his tour
at Fort Dix, N.J. After serving
in the Army, he moved to
theWashington,D.C., area
where he worked first as an
accountant forColumbian
FinancialCorporation , then
for GEICO for the next 32
years in vanous capacities
including 10 years as man
ager of the GEICOF ederal
Credit Union. A member of
St. Francis de Sales Catholic
Church, he volunteered
with Meals on Wheels. He
is survived by his wife of 44
yea rs, Susan.

Every

student benefits from the

ELIZABETH "BETSY" FRACK
RANDLE, '62,of Libertytown, Md.,
died Oct. 22, at the age of 68. She did
graduate work at both Johns Hopkins
University and the University of Mary
land. She had been a government and
history teacher at Kensington Junior
High School In Montgomery County
for several years. After her children
were in school,she became a substi
tute teacher in FredenckCounty. She
was an active member oflibertytown
United MethodistChurch,where she
had served on numerous committees
and as head of the Sunday School
program. She sang in several groups
and choirs. She also was a Girl Scout
leader. She is survived by her husband,
Charles.
ROY EDMOND CUNNINGHAM, '64,
ofWaynesboro. Va., died July 18, at
the age of 72. Along with umpiring softball, he coached track, cross
country and basketball at Fishburne
Military School and Staunton Military
Academy. He was a member of the
Waynesboro Church of the Brethren.
Among his survivors is a sister,DAWN
CUNNINGHAM BULLE, '55, of Grot
toes,Va.

VELDA PETRE PRITCHETT, '59. of East New
Market, Md.,died Nov. 3,at
the age of 71. She earned
a master's degree from
Salisbury University. She
retired from teaching in
DorchesterCounty. She
was a member of St. Paul's
United MethodistChurch,
where she served on
numerous committees and
also was lay representative
for her church to DIstrict
k
To mae a gtft, please v,sit www.bridgewater.edu/giVeor
Conference several years.
call 1-800-476-4289, Ext. 5448. You may use a maJ()rcredit
She was a member of
card, debit card, or check. We inviteyou to split your gi�
Mid-AtlanticChurch of the
into automated monthly installments, in the amount and
Brethren Youth Council
schedule ofyour choice, to be charged to your credit card.
and had been active in
theWashington County
4-H. She Is survived by her
husband of �9 years,W.
CLIFTON P RITCHETT, '59.

BARBARA J. BEAHM ZI MMER
MAN '64, of Staunton, Va ..died Nov.
2, at the age of 6S. She taught in the
Harrisonburg school system from
1970-1979. Most recently, she taught
at Covenant Presbyterian Church
Pre-School. She was a member of
Covenant Presbyterian Church. She Is
survived by her husband RICHARD E.
"DICKIE" ZIMMERMAN, '65.

GRACE E. METZKER, '61, of Martins
burg, Pa.,died July 29, from a blood
clot that went to her lung. She was 73.
She suffered a maJorstroke following
a car accident in December 2003 and
was paralyzed on the left side.

DR. JAMES H. BRASHEARS JR., '68,
of Midlothian,Va., died March 17.

•
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DORIS EVE CRAIG, '66,ofFranklln,
W. Va., died Aug. 30,at the age of
7S. She retired in 199S as a teacher
at Franklin High School, where she
taught English and home economics. She was a member ofFranklin
United MethodistChurch,where she
served as church organist. Among her
survivors are two daughters, DORIS
ANN CRAIG DOVE, '80, of Upper
Tract, W.Va.,and MARV BETH CRAIG
LAMBERT, '82, ofFranklin.

REBECCA "BECKY" FIFER WIL
LIAMS, '68, of Walkersville, Md.,died
Oct. 19,following a long struggle with
pancreatic cancer. She was 61. She

earned a master's degree in educa
tion, specializing in math and science,
frorn Hood College. She recently com
pleted a 30-year tenure withFrederick
County Public Schools, spending most
of her t1me at New Market Elementary
before retiring in June 2007. She was a
lifelong member of the Church of the
Brethren.most recently working with
Brethren Disaster Ministries helping
rebuild homes and caring for children
of victims. She is survived by her hus
band of�1 years, LARRY WILLIAMS,
'68. Also among her survivors are two
sisters,ROGINA FIFER ISAACS, '79,
ofWalkersville,Md., and ROBIN FIFER
NELSON, '77, of Newport News,Va.
PAUL H. TOBLER, '69, of Leesburg,
Va., died Sept. 30. He is survived by his
wife,Barbara.
FREDERICK LEE AMRHEIN, '72, of
Richmond,Va.,died Oct. 30, at the
age of 58. He was a mortgage loan
consultant with Virginia First Mortgage
Funding.
HELAINE HOLLAND HART, '75, of
Trenton, N.J., died Sept. 12. She earned
a master's degree from Trenton State
College. She retired in July 2008 after
working for more than 30 years for
the Trenton Board of Education. Dur
ing her long tenure with the T renton
public school system, she served as a
guidance counselor,driver's education
teacher and girls' basketball coach.
An avid bowler in the School Persons'
League, her team took first-place
honors during the 2007-08 season.
She is survived by her husband of 32
years, David.
ELIZABETH "BERNIE" ARTHUR,
'79,ofFredericksburg, Va., died
Nov.�.after a two-year battle with
ovarian cancer. She was S1. She
was a mortgage loan closer forC8.F
Mortgage. Among her survivors Is a
sister,CATHY ARTHUR MILLS, '83.
ofFredericksburg.

CLASSNOTES 1lftft
BC LOSES DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS
DR. ALVIN E. CONNER, a member
of the class of 19�9 and a life trustee
of BndgewaterCollege, died onSept.
15. He ms 8�. He ms a man who
enIoyed many interests, including
medicine, education, banking, real
estate, insurance, politics, writing,
religion and church history.
Conner was born on April H 192�, in
Manassas,Va., the son of the late Jacob
KensilConner and Virginia Hockman
Conner. Upon graduating from high
school, he was drafted into the U.S.
Army during World War II. He served
two years in the U.S. Anmy Medical
Corp as a corpsman. stationed 1n
Liege, Belgium, dunng the Battle of the
Bulge. In 19�6, he worked on a Breth
renVolunteerService ship delivenng
horses to Poland.
A 19�9 graduate of Bridgemter
College, Conner earned his medical
degree from the Medical College of
Virginia. The first pediatncian in Prince
William County, he was the founder
and senror partne r in Pediatnc Associ
ates of Manassas until hrs retirement
1n 1985.
Conner was one of 13 physicians who
formed the Prince William County
Medical Society and served as its first
elected president from 1959-1961.
He represented the 8 th CongressionaI
district in the Council of the Medical
Society ofVirginia. He ms vice presi-

STAY IN TOUCH

dent and a member of the Tort Reform
Committee and chair of the Insurance
Committee of the Medical Society of
Virginia. From 1959-19M, Conner was
a member of the Medical Advisory
Committee to establish Prince William
Hospital -serving as vice president
from 1963-1965 and president of the
Prince William Medical Staff in 1966.
He later served as chai r of the pediatric
department and ms also chair of the
By-lawsCommittee for20 years.
He was president of theVirginia Medi
cal Polit1Cal Action Committee in 1968
and served on the Medical Advisory
Committee to Senator Bill Scott and
Congressman FrenchSlaughter.
Conner served on the boards of many
crvic organizations including the
Board of Visitors of George Mason
University, ManassasCitySchool Board
and the Board of Directors of The
Didlake School for Mentally Retarded
Children. He also served as a director
of the Brethren Housing Corporation,
an organization established by the
ManassasChurch of the Brethren to
provide shelter for the homeless and
other disadvantaged people.
President ofCommonwea Ith Savin gs
& Loan in Manassas from 1968-197�,
Conner served as chair of the board
from 1968-1981. A founder ofSecunty
Bank of Manassas. he served on the

►►►►►►

Keep up with your former classmates by sending
us your news for "Class Notes." Share career and
address changes, promotions, awards, marriages,
births, retirements, etc. Reunion and group photos
welcome. Photos submitted via e-mail must be high
resolution jpeg or tiff images.

Send your news to:
BRIDGEWATER ALUMNI MAGAZINE
Box 40, Bridgewater College
Bridgewater, VA 22812-1599
e-mail: AlumNews@bridgewater.edu
You can also post your'Class Notes" online!
To register for the alumni on line community,
visit: www.BridgewaterAlu mni.com

board as a director and also as interim
bank president.
Conner had a lifelong interest in
Brid gewaterCollege, and hrs service
ms wide spread. He served as an
active tnustee from 1976 -199� and as
a life trustee from 199� until his death.
He and his wife, the late MARCIE
ANN KAHLE CONNER, '52, provided
the major funding for the three-man
ual 51 rank Moeller pipe organ inCole
Hall. In 1983, Conner established the
Margie Ann Conner EndowedScholar
ship Fund for students of choral
and keyboard music. He also helped
establish the Harry G.M. Jopson Chair
of Biology and served as chair of the
building committee which developed
plans for the McKinney Center for
Science and Mathematics. In 1991,
Brid gewaterCollege honored him with
the Outstanding Serv1C e Amrd and
in 1996, theCollege bestowed on him
an Honorary Doctorate of Humane
Letters.

Dr. Alvin E. Conner
Also among hrs survivors is a brother.

CARROLL CONNER, '51, of Manas
sas, Va.

A lifelong member of the Manassas
Church of the Brethren, Conner served
as m oderator of the church board
from 1972-1976. He served on numer
ous committees, sang rn the church
choir and taughtSunday school.
Conner is survived by a son, SAMUEL
KAHLE CONNER, '82, of Burke,
Va. , and a daughter, SALLY JANE
CONNER, '91. of Bridgewater, Va.
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Carver Visits
Bridgewater
enowned educator and chemist
George Washington Carver addressed
one of the largest audiences ever
assembled for a Bridgewater College lyceum on April 18, 1928. Speaki ng to an
overflow crowd in the College's gymnasium,
Carver - the Missouri-born son of slaves who
rose to become the director of the department
of research at the Tuskegee Institute - provided
illustrations showing some of the results of his
years of labor in constructive chemistry.
Carver also explored how three common
crops in the South yielded 610 other products
"that are valuable from a practical as well as
scientific viewpoint."
"Clay, sweet potatoes and peanuts have
yielded this many products alone," Carver said.
"From clay I have been able to extract more than
300 useful products. Sweet potatoes have yielded
188 products while peanuts have been the base
upon which I have found 202 products that are
not only capable of bei ng commercialized, but at
the same time these products may take the place
of many of the common necessities and luxuries
of today."
Carver proceeded to show the audience
some 50 products that he had made from pea
nuts and their compounds. Among these were
peanut milk and cream, flavoring extract, several
different kinds of beverages, vinegar, beauty
creams, synthetic rubber, lard compound, ink,
dyes, cleansing cream, tooth paste and a pharma
ceutical compound known as Peno!.
Carver, who was born in 1864, spent more
than four decades researching and writing at the
Tuskegee Institute. He died in 1943. ◄ cc

► George Washington

Carver (Library ofCongress)
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Experience the histor½ grandeur and charm of the capitals of
Eastern Europe with BC alumni and friends during this two
week tour planned for the Summer of 20 l0.
Explore:
• Krakow
• Budapest Vienna and Prague
• Berlin and Potsdam
If you would like to participate in this trip, contact the
Office of Alumni Relations at 540-828-545 l. For details or
information on this and other upcoming excursions, visit
www.bridgewater.edu/alumni-travel.

1111

BRIIX;EWUER

CCliEGE

wwwbridgewateredu

-���M-mt!��-J'J;V��Z/
�u����ffd'�I� ���--&R�$b;J�4�•��� n1
�.ren1,IA4& .���rff� ��
��/irk��

�4)��-

Alumni Weekend highlights include.

• The Class of 1959 will mark its SO-year reunion and be inducted into
the Ripples Society on Friday, April 17.

The cross-country squad
in 1949Ripples,

• Reunion luncheons are scheduled Saturday, April 18, for the
Classes of 1934, 1939, 1944, 1949, 1954, 1959, 1964and 1969.

• The annual alumni awards will be presented at the Alumni Banquet
on Saturday, April 18.

A wintrycampus
scene in 1954.

Be on the lookout for a full schedule of events and registration that will
be mailed shortly.

Staffof the campus newspaper
'BC Bee"from the 1954Ripples.
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